NEW HAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
Wednesday, June 10, 2026, Regular Meeting, 6:30 PM

Location: 165 Church Street New Haven, City Plan Department Conference Room, 5™ Floor and
via Zoom

Acting Chair Michael Waters calls to order the meeting at 6:31pm.

In attendance: Kaelie Moran (Planner II and staff to the Commission), Laura Brown (City Plan
Director), John Ward (Counsel), Karen Jenkins (Commissioner), Michael Waters (Commissioner
and acting Chair), Cordalie Benoit (Commissioner), Richard Munday (Commissioner), David
Valentino (Commissioner- Remote), Dylan Christopher (Commissioner)

1. Roll Call

2. Continued Public Hearing

2.1 2.1 26-06-CA 16 Hallock Avenue (MBLU: 233 0003 00900) City Point Local Historic
District. Owner: Gur New Haven II Investments; Applicant: David Esses. Seeking approval
to renovate the front-facing exterior porch where work had previously occurred without a
Certificate of Appropriateness.

Bridget Elias, 156 Raceville Road, Madison

Ms. Elias explains the intent to preserve what is in good condition, along with size and
configuration, of the front porch. They propose to follow their first plan outlined at the last
meeting to repair when feasible and replace what is deteriorated with in kind materials. She
reviews the conditions of the features and plan: the flooring will be replaced with tongue and
groove vertical grain boards; one of the six pillars will be restored due to deterioration; railings,
trim, and decorative elements will be retained and repaired where possible and deteriorated pieces
will be replaced in kind; no alterations will be made to the upper portion/roof. She shows
specifications for bracket and trim profiles. The architectural plans have not been finalized, and
she is aware that those are needed before approval from staff. Commissioner Waters asked about
the additional information the Commission asked for. Ms. Elias explained that at the last meeting,
the measurements presented were not exact and those will be reflected in the architectural plans.
She has had difficulty coordinating the other additional information. Commissioner Waters
clarifies that the Commission has purview over the materials being replaced but there is not
enough information provided. He asks about the brick steps proposed at the last meeting. Ms. Elias
clarifies they will use cedar for the stairs instead of brick.

Commissioner Waters asks for public testimony. There is none.

2.1.1 Reading of staff report.

Ms. Moran explains that the current proposal was received this afternoon, so the staff
recommendation is not relevant.



Commissioner Munday understands the trajectory of the project and its goals and is pleased they
want to restore the porch. Commissioner Waters explains there needs to be a vote because of the
time limit on applications and that they need to decide if staff will approve or the Commission. He
reiterates the applicant went with the preservation option instead of complete replacement but
thinks there are even less details this meeting. Ms. Brown asks about the state of construction.
Commissioner Valentino confirms it has been in same state for over a year.

Commissioner Munday moves to deny the application without prejudice.
Commissioner Christopher seconds.

Aye: 5 (Waters, Munday, Jenkins, Valentino, Christopher)

Nay: 0

Abstentions: 0

Motion carries at 6:59PM.

3. New Public Hearing

3.1 26-07-CA 19 River Street (MBLU: 164 0707 00100) Quinnipiac River Local Historic
District. Owner: Brewery Square Community Partners LP; Applicant: Mason Martel.
Seeking approval to install wayfinding and promotional signage on the existing building and
throughout the site.

Mason Martel, Heritage Consulting Group, 300 East 39" Street, Kansas City

Mr. Martel explains the proposed project to replace signage and add additional wayfinding and
promotional signage. It will be small in scale and have neutral colors having a minimal impact on
the views of the building. He shows an aerial view that shows the walls and abutting property. The
first sign is the property ID sign (non-historic) which will be replaced in the same location over the
entrance. It will be installed through the mortar and not the brick. The second sign is a small non-
historic sign outside the entryway, replaced with one only a few inches bigger. The third one will
be a new monument sign six feet tall, with wood posts and vinyl shrouds, near the intersection of
Ferry Street and Brewery Square in front of a fence. The fourth sign will be along the historic wall
at Houston and Ferry Streets. The last sign will be a wayfinding sign where a current sign is and
will be the same dimensions. New vinyl lettering is proposed for the main entrance door, attached
with an adhesive (non-historic door). Lastly, there will be new unit lettering for the unit entry
doors (19). Commissioner Waters questions the first sign proposed over the entrance and if it will
be placed in the same off center position. Mr. Martel explains that since they were trying to replace
it in kind, it was proposed for the same place, but he can recommend it be relocated.
Commissioner Munday suggests placing it between the door and the window below the lintel. He
also asks for more details about the vinyl shrouds on the posts. Mr. Martel replies that it will be a
white vinyl wrap to provide a more uniform look rather than just installing it on 4x4 posts.
Commissioner Waters asks if black vinyl, or metal material, was considered to keep with the color
scheme. He also asks if the green will match the green trim from the building. Mr. Martel replies
that the green chosen for the signs is intended to match the lintel and window shade of green.

Commissioner Waters asks for public testimony. There is none.

3.1.1 Reading of staff report.



Ms. Moran reports that staff recommend approval as the signage will have no permanent impact on
the historic materials or negative impact on the historic character.

Commissioner Munday asks about the Commission’s role with signage. Mr. Ward confirms the
new signs are under their purview in terms of design and size. Commissioner Benoit asks why the
Commission would allow vinyl sheathing on the signs. Commissioner Munday thinks white vinyl
is inappropriate because it draws attention to itself and the project as a whole should be deferential
to the building. Mr. Martel can talk to the project team about stipulations because metal might
have a cost factor, but a new colored vinyl would be considered. The Commissioners discuss the
location of the entry sign and there is consensus there should be consideration regarding the
location. Commissioner Waters is concerned about color matching. Commissioner Munday agrees
that the Commission should know the shade of green. Commissioner Christopher would like to see
the profile of the posts as well. The Commission agrees to continue the application and asks for
specifications about the color, the sign post material, and size and location of the entrance sign.

Commissioner Waters moves to continue this application to the next meeting so the applicant
can address the concerns of the Commission.

Commissioner Munday seconds.

Aye: 5 (Benoit, Waters, Munday, Christopher, Valentino)

Nay: 0

Abstentions: 1 (Jenkins)

Motion carries at 7:33PM.

4. Discussion Items

4.1 Demolition Delay items:
e 409 Norton Parkway- Partial Demolition

Ms. Moran describes the partial demolition of a section of a roof to construct a dormer. This
building was constructed in 1912 and is located in the Beaver Hills National Register District. The
delay ends on August 17, 2026. Commissioner Munday asks about the size of new dormer, but the
Commission does not have that information. Commissioner Waters thinks there could be a larger
discussion about the issue of no information required for what is being constructed. Commissioner
Valentino looked at Google street view and many properties on the same road have had dormers
added. There is discussion about the architectural features that will remain. The Commission will
not submit comments or objections.

S. Minutes
5.1 Approval of April 8, 2026 Meeting Minutes

Commissioner Waters asks for edits of a section of the minutes to properly convey a comment he
made.

Commissioner Waters moves to approve the minutes as amended.
Commissioner Jenkins seconds.



Aye: 5 (Benoit, Waters, Jenkins, Christopher, Valentino)
Nay: 0

Abstentions: 1 (Munday)

Motion carries at 7:47PM.

5.2 Approval of May 13, 2026 Meeting Minutes

Commissioner Waters moves to approve the minutes.
Commissioner Jenkins seconds.

Aye: 4 (Waters, Munday, Christopher, Valentino)
Nay: 0

Abstentions: 2 (Benoit, Munday)

Motion carries at 7:50PM.

6. New Business

Commissioner Benoit asks about a formerly denied application on Chapel Street that proposed to
build a ramp. Mr. Ward confirms that denied applicants should redesign their plan to reapply but if
they built it anyway then the City could take action.

Commissioner Munday asks about the New Haven Green discussion. Ms. Brown has not had any
updates since the last meeting. Commissioner Waters explains that there was agreement that there
should be a special meeting of all the stakeholders. Chair Learned reached out to the proprietors,
churches and designer but she reported that that has been difficult to coordinate. Commissioner
Jenkins added there was emphatic agreement amongst the Commissioners to have this meeting.
Commissioner Waters comments The New Haven Green Conservancy opened a “Future of the
Green” survey since the last Commission meeting asking for ideas about future programs and
infrastructure investments. He reached out to Alder Caroline Tanbee Smith to inquire about that
and let her know the Commission has been discussing it as well. Commissioner Jenkins thinks the
Commission is not being forceful enough. Commissioner Waters thinks they should put it on the
calendar to schedule a special meeting. There is discussion of the logistics of that process, like two
Commissioners are required to ask the Chair to call a special meeting. Mr. Ward will work with
Ms. Moran to schedule a special meeting.

It was announced that Ms. Moran is leaving City Plan staff. A new Planner II has already been
hired and will start at the next meeting.

Commissioner Valentino raises an issue on his street where a carriage house was moved forward
onto a parcel where a larger house was demolished by a fire. He is wondering about the
Commission’s thoughts on moving the carriage house back and adding more housing to reflect the
historical streetscape where the larger house was. Mr. Ward explains that if it came before the
Commission the Commissioners would have to decide if it was appropriate.

Commissioner Jenkins moves to adjourn.



Commissioner Benoit seconds.
Aye: 6 (All present)

Nay: 0

Abstentions: 0

Motion carries at 8:12PM.

Respectfully submitted by Jordan Sorensen, recorder



