
NEW HAVEN CITY EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT FUND (CERF) 

TRUSTEE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 2026, 8:00 A.M. 

VIRTUAL MEETING 

 
Dial in Numbers: US: +1 929 205 6099 or +1 301 715 8592 

Password: 85765344 

Meeting ID: 860 2515 2986 

Meeting URL: 

https://newhavenct.zoom.us/j/86025152986?pwd=lAybnQfQ4FQxa1jraZ2vdyxIXgIVat.1&from=addon 

Meeting ID: 860 2515 2986 

Password: FCZz9Wg5 

TRUSTEES PRESENT: Jerome Sagnella, Chairperson, Trustee  

     Cathy Graves, Vice-Chair, Trustee (Entered 8:30am) 

     Justin Elicker, Mayor, Trustee 

                Mark Pietrosimone, Trustee 

     Michael Gormany, Controller, Trustee 

     Sheena Strawter-Anthony, Trustee      

     Susan Whetstone, Trustee 

 

ALSO, PRESENT:  Leanna Ambersley, Pension Administrator 

     Taylor Cannon, Payroll/Benefit Auditor 

     Fayan Robinson-Sims, Payroll/Benefit Auditor 

     Carolyn Kone, Fund Counsel., Brenner Saltzman & Wallman 

     Jack Strother, Fund Counsel., Brenner Saltzman & Wallman 

     Derek Ciampini, Raymond James 

     David Mendel, Actuary, USI 

     Kevin Baload 

     Michelle Chow-Tai 

     Gar Chung 

 
Trustee Sagnella commenced the meeting at 8:01 a.m. 

 

ITEM 1: APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 

 

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR MAY 20, 2026, VIRTUAL MEETING 

 
   MOTION: Made by Trustee Pietrosimone to approve the minutes 

      MOTION SECONDED: by Trustee Gormany 

   ABSTAINED: by Trustee Whetstone 

  MOTION CARRIED: by majority vote 

 

ITEM 2: ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:  

A. REVIEW OF INVESTMENT POLICY (CONTINUED) 

• PROPOSED AMENDMENT  
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MOTION: Made by Trustee Strawter-Anthony to accept the proposal and amend the IP 

   MOTION SECONDED: by Trustee Pietrosimone  

MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 

B. OUTSIDE EARNINGS UPDATE 

Re: Incomplete Applications (Information only) 

Leanna Ambersley let the Trustees know that 8 retirees are over the income cap so far this 

year and will have a reduction to their pension over the next twelve months. Additionally, 

there are still 6 retirees who have not submitted, and therefore have had their pension 

payments turned off effective with the June payment, until they do so. 

 

C. REVIEW & VOTE ON 2024-2025 ANNUAL REPORT  

- Jack Strother presents 

 
MOTION: Made by Trustee Whetstone to accept the Annual Report as presented 

   MOTION SECONDED: by Trustee Gormany 

MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 

ITEM 3: AGE ANNUITY/ RULE OF 80 /EARLY RETIREMENT – Information Only: 

 

A. Andrew Porto 

Position: Bldg. Manager   Department: Custodians 

Date of Birth: 03/12/1971   BU: 287 

Participation Date: 03/26/1996  Retirement Date: 05/16/2026 

 

B. Sherry LaChat 

Position: General Worker   Department: Food Service - BOE 

Date of Birth: 01/12/1961   BU: 217 

Participation Date: 02/28/2005  Retirement Date: 06/24/2026 

 

C. Nancy Santiago 

Position: General Worker   Department: Food Service - BOE 

Date of Birth: 05/08/1958   BU: 217 

Participation Date: 11/20/2006  Retirement Date: 06/24/2026 

D. Frederick Kaiser 

Position: Deputy Director   Department: CSA 

Date of Birth: 03/10/1959   BU: 3144 

Participation Date: 10/11/1983  Retirement Date: 06/30/2026 

 

E. David Torres 

Position: Bldg Manager   Department: Custodians 

Date of Birth: 09/15/1973   BU: 287 

Participation Date: 05/14/1996  Retirement Date: 06/30/2026 
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F. Kenneth Woodson 

Position: Bldg. Manager   Department: Custodians 

Date of Birth: 11/27/1957   BU: 287 

Participation Date: 03/20/2002  Retirement Date: 06/30/2026 

 

G. Karl Auer 

Position: Assistant Building &Plans Officer Department: Bldg. Inspec. & Enforc. 

Date of Birth: 06/26/1959   BU: 3144 

Participation Date: 06/27/2016  Retirement Date: 07/10/2026 

 

H. Daniel Shields 

Position: Cafeteria Mgr   Department: Food Service- BOE 

Date of Birth: 04/18/1961   BU: 3144 

Participation Date: 10/14/2015  Retirement Date: 07/11/2026 

 

ITEM 4: CONTRIBUTION WITHDRAWALS – INFORMATION ONLY: 

 

A. Diane Donovan 

Department: Public Library   BU: 884 

Participation Date: 01/08/2024  Resignation Date: 06/04/2026 

Withdrawal date: 06/11/2026 

 

B. Krystina Polchies 

Department: PSAP          BU: 884 

Participation Date: 11/07/2022  Termination Date: 09/30/2024 

Withdrawal date: 06/11/2026 

 

ITEM 5: DEATH AFTER RETIREMENT – INFORMATION ONLY: 

 

A. GRACE L’MANIAN (DATE OF DEATH: 05/22/2026) 

 

Trustee Sagnella asked for a moment of silence for Item 5 

 

ITEM 6: PAYMENT OF THE BILLS: (See Attached Itemization) 

 
MOTION: Made by Trustee Pietrosimone to approve payment of the bills. 

      MOTION SECONDED: by Trustee Whetstone 

  MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 

ITEM 7: UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  

 

A. CORRESPONDENCE WITH MEMBER CHERLYNN POINDEXTER 

 

Attorney Kone updated the Trustees on Ms. Poindexter’s most recent letter, along with 

Attorney Kone’s response letter. All Trustees agree that we have fully answered all her 

questions on this topic and nothing further needs to be done with this item. 
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ITEM 9: NEW BUSINESS: 

 
MOTION: Made by Trustee Mayor Elicker to add to the agenda a proposed change to 

the short-term investment fund at Northern Trust 

      MOTION SECONDED: Made by Trustee Strawter-Anthony 

  MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 
MOTION: Made by Trustee Mayor Elicker to approve the recommendation by the 

investment advisors and the attorney to transfer to the different STIF as recommended 

      MOTION SECONDED: Made by Trustee Strawter-Anthony 

  MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 

ITEM 10: ADJOURNMENT: 
 

MOTION: Made by Trustee Pietrosimone to adjourn 

      MOTION SECONDED: Made by Trustee Graves 

  MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:57 A.M 

 

 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING: 

 

Wednesday, July 15th, 2026 

8:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

ITEM 6: ITEMIZED BILLS FOR PAYMENT: 

 

A) LEGAL EXPENSES: 

 

BRENNER, SALTZMAN & WALLMAN LLP- PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES: May 2026 

$6,000.00 

Total Legal Expenses $6,000.00 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

______________________________________________ 

Michael Gormany Controller, CERF Trustee 

Total Expenses $6,000.00 
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