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Board of Health Commissioners
Meeting Minutes

May 13, 2026, 6:00 PM, Via Zoom

Present: Chair, Dr. Darnell Young, Commissioner, Dr. David Cantonwine, Commissioner,
Dr. Tamiko Jackson-McArthur, Commissioner, Dr. Alice Forrester,
Commissioner, Dr. Ada Fenick, Commissioner

Absent: Dr. Greg Gonsalves

Staff: Maritza Bond, MPH, MDiv, Director of Health, Damaris Velez, Registrar of
Vital Statistics

Guest: None

L. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 6:07 PM by Dr. Darnell Young, Chair of the
Board of Public Health Commissioner. A quorum was confirmed.

IL Approval of Minutes
The minutes from the April 8, 2026, meeting were presented for review. A motion
to approve the minutes was made by Dr. Darnell Young, seconded by Dr. Forrester,
Health Commissioner, and approved unanimously.

II1. Public Comments or Statements
No public comments or student participation.

IV. Board of Health Updates: Maritza Bond, Director of Health
Vacancies:
e Four (4) Sanitarian/Senior Sanitarian positions (tested positions, General Fund)
e Twenty-three (23) Public Health Nurse positions (currently relying on temporary
agencies pending union negotiations)
e One (1) part-time Account Clerk position

New Hires:
e Carolina Hernandez — Bilingual Front Desk/Environmental Health Support
e Daniel Colombo — IEP Program Manager
e Victor Perez — Community Health Worker
e Brennan Nelson — Lead Inspector

e Zimena Varez and Kanaya Patton — Overdose Patient Navigators

The Personnel Report was approved by all commissioners.
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CHA/CHIP Priority Areas

The following strategic priorities were identified:
Healthcare Access and Navigation

Increase awareness of free and low-cost services.
Substance Use and Behavioral Health

Overdose prevention, harm reduction, and referral services.
Housing Stability and Affordability

Referral pathways and housing stabilization resources.

Top Community Concerns

Affordable housing (58% of 505 valid survey respondents)
e Gunviolence

Affordable healthy food

Substance use and addiction

Affordable medical care

Mental health concerns

Community Engagement
e 540 survey responses received (505 valid)
e 60 focus group participants
e Four partner interviews conducted using the MAP 2.0 framework

The Board approved the Community Health Assessment and Community Health Improvement
Plan (CHA/CHIP) focusing on healthcare access, substance use/behavioral health, and housing
stability.

Birth Certificate Waivers
o Freelong-form birth certificates for newborns with at least one parent who is a New
Haven resident.
o One-time waivers for recently incarcerated and unhoused New Haven residents born in
New Haven.

Elm City ID Fee Increase
e Proposed increase from the current $10 fee to a rate more comparable to Hartford and
Bridgeport.
e Card validity will remain four (4) years.

Cost Recovery
e Community Services Administration (CSA) will continue reimbursing the Health
Department for EIm City ID fee waivers provided to re-entry and unhoused residents.
e A technical amendment concerning birth certificate fee waivers and Elm City ID fee
increases was presented to the Board of Alders on May 13, 2026.
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Housing and Mold Jurisdiction Clarification
Regulatory Responsibilities
Livable City Initiative (LCI):
e Primary jurisdiction for multi-unit residential properties, rental housing, and landlord-
tenant mold complaints.

New Haven Health Department:
e Single-family homes and health-related concerns involving vulnerable populations.

Regulatory Gap Connecticut currently has no enforceable state standards for indoor mold
levels, licensing requirements for mold inspectors, or credentialing requirements for mold
abatement contractors. The Connecticut Department of Public Health issued guidance in
2023; however, enforcement authority remains limited.

Action Required LCI Director Liam Brennan will be invited to the June Board meeting to
discuss interdepartmental coordination regarding mold complaints.

Budget Presentation Highlights
On May 13, 2026, Director Bond and section leaders Damaris Velez, Farris Milling, and Kathy
Tucker presented to the Board of Alders regarding departmental operations and capacity.
e Approximately 75-80% of Health Department funding is derived from federal and state
grants.
e Limited General Fund support creates sustainability challenges.
e Infrastructure investments are needed to support grant monitoring and employee
retention.
Partnerships and Referral Networks
Current partnerships include:
e Harm reduction providers

e Daycare providers

e Faithleaders

e Federally Qualified Health Centers

e Community Services Administration (CSA)
e Liberty Community Services

o Cornell Scott-Hill Health Center

e Youth Services Department

Jennifer Atkins is updating a comprehensive partner and vulnerability list for emergency
response planning. Commissioners were invited to review and provide recommendations.
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Elm City ID Card Expansion
Current Acceptance

Livable City Initiative (LCI)
New Haven Public Library

Future Goals

A single identification card for municipal services
Mobile issuance at community events
Enhanced technology and equipment funded through fee revenues

Eligibility and Verification

Flexible documentation requirements

Valid for four (4) years

New Haven residency required

Expanded CSA fee waivers for unhoused residents and individuals re-entering the
community following incarceration

Accreditation Progress
The CHA and CHIP have been finalized as required accreditation deliverables.
The Accreditation Team, led by Deputy Director Brooke Logan, is completing:

Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)

Required document uploads

Accreditation documentation Implementation Tracking

Lead organizations track activities, milestones, and outcomes.
Regular partner meetings identify barriers and adjust strategies.
The Health Department coordinates reporting and communication.

Community Engagement Plan

Virtual and in-person webinars
Community presentations at focus group locations
Integration with Vision 2034 and annual strategic planning efforts

Other Health Department Updates

Public Health Nurse salary equity recommendations remain under review through the
union negotiation process.

Board of Alders approval is pending for the technical amendment regarding birth
certificate waivers and EIm City ID fee increases.

The Healthy Homes Grant is sunsetting with no identified replacement funding.
Overdose prevention funding allocations are under review.
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Recognition
Damaris Velez
e Completed a Master of Public Health degree.
Team Visibility
o Director Bond continues to highlight the expertise and contributions of departmental
section leaders through Board presentations.

Action Items

e Jennifer Atkins will finalize and distribute the partner/vulnerability list for Board review.

e Maritza Bond will invite Liam Brennan to the Board meeting on June 10, 2026, Board
meeting.

e Maritza Bond and Damaris Velez will schedule CHA/CHIP webinars and community
follow-up sessions.

e The Secretary will provide mold assessment documents to Dr. Ada Fenick.

e The Health Department will monitor Board of Alders action on the technical
amendment.

V. Adjournment
The next Board of Health Commissioners’ meeting is scheduled for June 10, 2026, at 6:00 PM,

in person.

A motion to adjourn was made by Dr. Young and seconded by Dr. Tamiko Jackson-McArthur.
The meeting adjourned at 7:17 PM.,

Lowvaine Reed May 18, 2026

Lorraine Reed Date
Administrative Assistant

Approved:

s May 18. 2026

arnell Young, Chair Date

Board of Health Commissioners


Mobile User
May 18, 2026

Mobile User


	Board of Health Commissioners Meeting Minutes
	I. Call to Order
	II. Approval of Minutes
	III. Public Comments or Statements
	No public comments or student participation.
	CHA/CHIP Priority Areas
	Housing and Mold Jurisdiction Clarification
	Budget Presentation Highlights
	Partnerships and Referral Networks
	Elm City ID Card Expansion
	Accreditation Progress
	Other Health Department Updates
	Recognition
	Action Items

	V. Adjournment

