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SPECIAL SESSION MINUTES 
MAY 5, 2026 

BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS 
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 

VIDEOCONFERENCE AND CONFERENCE CALL VIA ZOOM 
 
 PRESENT: Commissioners Darrell Brooks, Nakia Dawson-Douglas, Michael  

Lawlor, Tracey Meares, and Isaias Miranda  
 

Chief David Zannelli:  Department of Police Service 
Assistant Chief Manmeet Bhagtana:  Department of Police Service 
Assistant Chief Bertram Ettienne:  Department of Police Service 
Captain Christopher Fumiatti:  Department of Police Service  
Sergeant Paul Finch:  Department of Police Service 
Officer Yelena Borisova:  Department of Police Service 
Officer Daophet Sangxayarath:  Department of Police Service 
Officer Brandon Smith:  Department of Police Service 
Officer David Vega:  Department of Police Service  
Asia Johnson-Clark:  Administrative Assistant 
 
Florencio Cotto:  President, Elm City Local 
Michelle Duprey, Esquire:  Deputy Corporation Counsel 
 
Ana Gomez 
Daniel Hunt 
read.ai meeting notes 
 

OPEN SESSION 
The Special Session meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners was called to order at 6:01 
p.m., Tracey Meares, Vice Chair, presided.   
 
 Commissioner Meares indicated that Commissioner Ribeiro would not be in attendance.   
 
AGENDA 
Approval of the Agenda for the Board of Police Commissioners  
 
** Commissioner Miranda moved to Approve the Agenda 
** Commissioner Lawlor seconded 
** Motion passed unanimously 
 
 Commissioner Meares stated that this was Chief Zannelli first meeting as chief after being 
sworn in earlier in the day. 
 Chief Zannelli was congratulated. 
 Commissioner Meares indicated that she, Commissioner Miranda and Commissioner Ribeiro 
attended Chief Zannelli’s swearing in.  It was wonderful. 
 Chief Zannelli thanked the Commission.  
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PERSONNEL MATTERS 
 

1. Discussion and action on the recommendation of Acting Chief David Zannelli to 
hire the following candidates from the Police Officer Eligibility List 22-68CR 
(Certified September 17, 2025): 
 

• #60 David Leonard 
• #69 Ana Gomez 
 

 Commissioner Meares indicated that she had learned that Daniel Leonard withdrew the 
previous day.  However, since he was listed on the agenda, the Commission still had to vote. 
 
** Commissioner Lawlor moved to recommend that Number 60, Daniel Leonard, not be 

hired in light of the fact that he had withdrawn 
** Commissioner Miranda seconded 
** Motion passed unanimously 
 
** Commissioner Lawlor moved to hire Number 69, Ana Gomez, as a police officer 
** Commissioner Brooks seconded. 
** Motion passed unanimously 
 
 Ana Gomez was congratulated. 
 

2. Discussion and action on the recommendation by Acting Chief David Zannelli 
to hire the following candidate from Police Eligibility List 24-09CR (Certified 
February 18, 2026): 
 

• #1 Brandon Smith 
 

** Commissioner Lawlor moved to hire Brandon Smith as a New Haven police officer 
** Commissioner Brooks seconded. 
** Motion passed unanimously 
 
EXCUTIVE SESSION 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
** Commissioner Miranda motioned to Adjourn the Special Meeting 
** Commissioner Brooks seconded 
** The motion passed unanimously 
 
The next regular meeting will be on May 12, 2026. 
The Board adjourned at 6:07 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sotonye Otunba-Payne 
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