
NEW HAVEN CITY EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT FUND (CERF) 

TRUSTEE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 2026, 8:00 A.M. 

VIRTUAL MEETING 

 
Dial in Numbers: US: +1 929 205 6099 or +1 301 715 8592 

Password: 02671191 

Meeting ID: 879 1354 2421 

Meeting URL: 

https://newhavenct.zoom.us/j/87913542421?pwd=j2VAnYF4W5CbVksmPB4L2bbSbEb56t.1&from=addon 

Meeting ID: 879 1354 2421 

Password: y8REJb2W 

TRUSTEES PRESENT: Cathy Graves, Vice-Chair, Trustee 

     Justin Elicker, Mayor, Trustee 

                Mark Pietrosimone, Trustee 

     Michael Gormany, Controller, Trustee 

     Sheena Strawter-Anthony, Trustee      

 

TRUSTEES ABSENT:  Jerome Sagnella, Chairperson, Trustee 
     Susan Whetstone, Trustee 

 

ALSO, PRESENT:  Leanna Ambersley, Pension Administrator 

     Taylor Cannon, Payroll/Benefit Auditor 

     Fayan Robinson-Sims, Payroll/Benefit Auditor 

     Carolyn Kone, Fund Counsel., Brenner Saltzman & Wallman 

     Derek Ciampini, Raymond James 

     Cherlyn Poindexter, CERF Retiree 

     Cyril Espanol 

 
Trustee Graves commenced the meeting at 8:00 a.m. 

 

ITEM 1: APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 

 

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR APRIL 15, 2026, VIRTUAL MEETING 

 
   MOTION: Made by Trustee Pietrosimone to approve the minutes 

      MOTION SECONDED: by Trustee Gormany 

  MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 

ITEM 2: ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:  

A. SECURITIES LITIGATION SUMMARY REPORT (Information only) 

B. 7-450C UPDATE - PENSION OFFSETS (Continued) no new information to 

report at this time 
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C. ANNUAL REVIEW OF INVESTMENT POLICY, BYLAWS, AND CODE 

OF CONDUCT (TABLED) 

 
MOTION: Made by Trustee Mayor Elicker to take Item 2C off the table 

   MOTION SECONDED: by Trustee Pietrosimone  

MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 

Trustee Strawter-Anthony has questions on the IPS and will provide suggestive language 

to the pension administrator to share with legal counsel. 

 
Item will be continued  

 

ITEM 3: AGE ANNUITY/ RULE OF 80 /EARLY RETIREMENT – Information Only: 

 

A. Velma George-James 

Position: Coordinator for Homeless  Department: Community Resilience 

Date of Birth: 03/07/1964   BU: 3144 

Participation Date: 04/18/2016  Retirement Date: 04/25/2026 

 

B. Paula Pernal 

Position: Exec Asst. Corp Counsel  Department: Corporation Counsel 

Date of Birth: 04/09/1965   BU: 3144 

Participation Date: 10/24/1988  Retirement Date: 05/16/2026 

 

C. Carol Casanova 

Position: Executive Admin   Department: City Plan 

Date of Birth: 01/15/1961   BU: 3144 

Participation Date: 11/06/1985  Retirement Date: 05/02/2026 

 

D. Cheryl Horner 

Position: Parking Enf. Officer  Department: Traffic & Parking 

Date of Birth: 07/04/1957   BU: 884 

Participation Date: 12/05/1988  Retirement Date: 05/02/2026 

 

ITEM 4: CONTRIBUTION WITHDRAWALS – INFORMATION ONLY: 

 

A. Bennie Mayes 

Department: Public Works   BU: 424 

Participation Date: 09/12/2022  Resignation Date: 03/13/2026 

Withdrawal date: 04/28/2026 

 

B. Gary Mason 

Department: Custodians           BU: 287 

Participation Date: 11/10/2025  Termination Date: 03/31/2026 

Withdrawal date: 05/07/2026 
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C. Kristina Melvin 

Department: Police Records          BU: 884 

Participation Date: 11/13/2017  Resignation Date: 04/06/2026 

Withdrawal date: 05/08/2026 

 

D. Dejah Tinney 

Department: Police Records          BU: 884 

Participation Date: 01/12/2026  Resignation Date: 05/04/2026 

Withdrawal date: 05/14/2026 

 

ITEM 5: DEATH AFTER RETIREMENT – INFORMATION ONLY: 

 

A. LORETTA WINCH (DATE OF DEATH: 08/04/2024) 

 

ITEM 6:  SURVIVOR DEATH AFTER RETIREMENT – INFORMATION ONLY: 

 

A. PATRICIA GOETZ (DATE OF DEATH: 04/11/2026) 

B. ODELL BELLAMY (DATE OF DEATH: 05/01/2026) 

 

ITEM 7: PAYMENT OF THE BILLS: (See Attached Itemization) 

 
MOTION: Made by Trustee Pietrosimone to approve payment of the bills. 

      MOTION SECONDED: by Trustee Mayor Elicker 

  MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 

ITEM 8: UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  

 

A. CORRESPONDENCE WITH MEMBER CHERLYNN POINDEXTER 

 

ITEM 9: NEW BUSINESS: 

 

ITEM 10: ADJOURNMENT: 
 

MOTION: Made by Trustee Mayor Elicker to adjourn 

      MOTION SECONDED: Made by Trustee Pietrosimone 

  MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 A.M 

 

 

 

 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING: 

 

Wednesday, June 17th, 2026 

8:00 a.m. 
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ITEM 7: ITEMIZED BILLS FOR PAYMENT: 

 

A) LEGAL EXPENSES: 

 

BRENNER, SALTZMAN & WALLMAN LLP- PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES: April 2026 

$6,000.00 

Total Legal Expenses $6,000.00 

 

B). INVESTMENT EXPENSES: 

 

Cooke & Bieler – Management Fee 03/31/2026 $45,327.09 

Fuller and Thaler – 01/01/2026 – 03/31/2026 $51,354.00 

FIRST STATE TRUST 01/01/2026 – 03/31/2026  $10,399.61 

Total Investment Expenses $107,080.70 

 

C). ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES: 

 

USI/HOOKER & HOLCOMBE – 01/01/2026 – 03/31/2026 

Inv# 90124502 

$20,650.00 

Total Administrative Expenses $20,650.00 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

______________________________________________ 

Michael Gormany Controller, CERF Trustee 

 

Total Expenses $133,730.70 

Docusign Envelope ID: 34981020-AA69-87AD-81A9-FFB220848EF5

June 18, 2026 | 9:18 AM EDT


		2026-06-18T14:08:36+0000
	Digitally verifiable PDF exported from www.docusign.com




