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 DEMOCRACY FUND BOARD MEETING 

6:00 pm Wednesday, April 15, 2026 

Online and In Person at City Hall (Conference Room 3) 

New Haven Democracy Fund Board, Lesley Heffel-McGuirk, Chair 

Members: Sarah Ficca, Aaron Goode, James O’Connell, Wiliam Wynn. 

Democracy Fund Administrator: Alyson Heimer 

_______________________________________________________________ 

To join the meeting online: 

Web Browser: Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83557236499?pwd=XswoPU126VaaWi0FD14fCA4Bdi7ejk.1 

Meeting ID:  835 5723 6499 

Passcode: 207164 

_______________________________________________________________ 

AGENDA: 

I.​ Call to Order & Attendance: Present: Lesley Heffel McGuirk, Sarah Ficca, James O’Connell, Aaron 

Goode (remote) 

II.​ Public Comment 

III.​ Administrator's Report 

A.​ Motion to Approve of required paperwork for Candidates for 2027, Heffel McGuirk 

With edit to candidate contract to match TBD primary information for 2027.  

4-0-0.  

B.​ 2026-2207 Program expansion options: 

After some discussion the Board Chair will write an introductory letter for the board members 

to sign off on that makes sure people asked about the expansion understand this is a fact 

finding experiment and the Board is requesting model feedback before finalizing a 

recommendation.  

Administrator Heimer will reach out to the Republican Town Chair for his feedback directly.  

IV.​ Chair’s Report 

A.​ First 2027 Mayoral Candidate  - Justin Elicker has filed paperwork and intends to utilize the 

Democracy Fund.  

V.​ Old Business 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83557236499?pwd=XswoPU126VaaWi0FD14fCA4Bdi7ejk.1
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A.​ 2026 Conference update June 17-18, 2026 (Heimer) 

1.​ COGEL and Brennan Center support has helped with turnout. We have 15 registered 

attendees.  

2.​ New York City wants to present on ethical uses of AI. 

B.​ Anniversary Event (Goode) - first session will be on how the Fund was started and the 

second session will be on the future of public campaign finance in the state and nationally.  

VI.​ New Business 

Administrator Heimer will continue to reach out to elected persons in New Haven and ensure to get 

statements of support in writing.  

VII.​ Motion to Adjourn 7:03pm, Heffel MCGuirk.  


