AVERCA 256

NEW HAVEN

Elevating Local History, Understanding Democracy, Practicing Civics
“Out of Many, One”

Events and exhibitions throughout the New Haven community:

Ongoing through September 27: Unfurling the Flag: Reflections on American Patriotism,
including the Declaration of Independence, at Beinecke Library, 121 Wall Street

Ongoing through September 6: /llustrating America: Columbia Magazine Covers at the Blessed
Michael McGivney Center, 1 State Street

Ongoing through September 5, 2027: In God We Trust: The Knights of Columbus and the
American Experience at the Blessed Michael McGivney Center, 1 State Street

Ongoing through October 11: Keeping Alive the Remembrance: Commemorating America’s
Founding 1776 — 1876 at the Yale University Art Gallery (in addition to permanent display of art
of the Revolutionary War era), 1111 Chapel Street

January 21 and M-W-F through the Spring semester: “Commemorating 1776 in 2026” (HIS 398)
course at Southern Connecticut State University discussing the Bicentennial and what it says
about myth, memory, and commemoration

Thursday, February 5: “Collecting America: Luther, de Lancey Kountze, and Francis P. Garvan,”
the Oswaldo Rodriguez Roque Lecture by Erin E. Eisenbarth, Senior Lecturer at Mercy
University, and Catherine Whalen, Associate Professor at the Bard Graduate Center, McNeil
Lecture Hall, Yale University Art Gallery, 1111 Chapel Street, 5:30—7pm

Monday, February 9: Presentation on Black history moments by Erik Clemons of ConnCAT/
ConnCORP, Mitchell Branch, New Haven Free Public Library, 37 Harrison Street, 5—7:30pm

Wednesday, February 11: “Stitches of America: A Family Quilt,” a gallery talk by John Stuart
Gordon, Yale University Art Gallery, 1111 Chapel Street, 12:30pm



https://beinecke.library.yale.edu/
https://www.michaelmcgivneycenter.org/exhibits/illustrating-america/
https://www.michaelmcgivneycenter.org/exhibits/in-god-we-trust/
https://www.michaelmcgivneycenter.org/exhibits/in-god-we-trust/
https://artgallery.yale.edu/exhibitions/exhibition/keeping-alive-remembrance-commemorating-americas-founding-1776-1876
https://artgallery.yale.edu/exhibitions/exhibition/keeping-alive-remembrance-commemorating-americas-founding-1776-1876
https://artgallery.yale.edu/calendar/events/collecting-america-luther-kountze-de-lancey-kountze-and-francis-p-garvan
https://artgallery.yale.edu/calendar/events/stitches-america-family-quilt

Thursday, February 12: “Black Inventors who made the Stuff Around Us,” talk by Ainissa
Ramirez, New Haven Museum, 114 Whitney Avenue, 5:30 reception, 6pm presentation

Wednesday, February 25: “The Declaration Business: John Trumbull, His Critics and
Competitors,” talk by John Bidwell, curator emeritus of the Morgan Library & Museum, at the
annual Adrian Van Sinderen Lecture, Beinecke Library, 121 Wall Street, 4pm

Thursday, February 26: Unsung Heroes, a 25t anniversary screening and community
conversation about the history of jazz, Ives Main Library, New Haven Free Public Library, 133
Elm Street, 6—7:45pm

February 28 —September 6: lllustrating America: Columbia Magazine Covers at the Blessed
Michael McGivney Pilgrimage Center, 1 State Street

March—June: New Haven Interactive Map Activity available as a passive program in the IS
Tinker Lab, Ilves Memorial Library, New Haven Free Public Library, 133 EIm Street

Sunday, March 1: Women'’s history event, focused on labor, by the Greater New Haven Jewish
Historical Society and the New Haven Museum, 114 Whitney Avenue, 2pm

Sunday, March 1: “Land That | Love,” Cantus & Lorelei Ensemble, Yale Schwarzman Center, 168
Grove Street, 4pm

Thursday, March 5: “Memory of ‘76” by Michael Hattem, New Haven Museum, 114 Whitney
Avenue, 5:30 reception, 6pm presentation (rescheduled due to weather)

Wednesday, March 11: America 250 for Teens: The Revolutionary War in Connecticut, YMFL,
Ives Main Library, New Haven Free Public Library, 133 Elm Street, 5—6pm (limited to teenagers)

Saturday, March 14: Memory Mapping NH: Picture Plotting Workshops, New Haven Community
Memory Lab, Ives Main Library, 133 EIm Street, 2—4pm

Sunday, March 15: “When Moses Met Washington: 250 Years of Engagement,” lecture by Rabbi
Charles Savenor for the Jewish Historical Society of Greater New Haven, at Congregation
Mishkan Israel, 785 Ridge Road, Hamden, 12noon

Monday, March 16: 200 Years of Jewish Presence in New Haven, a lecture Nicole Zador and the
Jewish New Haven Historical Society, Mitchell Branch, New Haven Free Public Library, 37
Harrison Street, 6—7:30pm

Thursday, March 19: “A Black Soldier’s Revolutionary War Experience” by historian Kevin
Johnson, lves Main Library, New Haven Free Public Library, 133 Elm Street, 6—7pm


https://events.yale.edu/event/the-declaration-business-john-trumbull-his-critics-and-competitors
https://events.yale.edu/event/the-declaration-business-john-trumbull-his-critics-and-competitors
https://schwarzman.yale.edu/events/cantus-lorelei-ensemble-land-i-love
https://www.newhavenmuseum.org/52677-2/

Thursday, March 19: Whitney Literary Society at the New Haven Museum, “Homegrown Terror:
Benedict Arnold and the Burning of New London” written by Eric D. Lehman, New Haven
Museum, 114 Whitney Avenue, 5:30pm

Thursday, March 26: Visit by author Chris Newell of If You Lived During the American
Revolution, YMFL, lves Main Library, 133 Elm Street, 1—2pm (children and families program)

Thursday, March 26: Unfurling the Flag: Reflections on American Patriotism opening reception
at Beinecke Library, 121 Wall Street, 5:30—7pm

Thursday—Saturday, March 26—28: “First America: The Legacies of the Declaration of
Independence for Native Nations,” by the Yale Study Group on Native America and the NYU-
Yale American Indian Sovereignty Project, the conference opens with a keynote by award-
winning filmmakers Ken Burns and David Schmidt in conversation with Professor of Law Maggie
Blackhawk (NYU) and Professor of History Colin Calloway (Dartmouth), 4:30—6pm on March
26, at the Yale University Art Gallery, 1111 Chapel Street (free and open to all by registration)

Saturday, March 28: Lecture by textile expert Lynne Basset at the New Haven Museum, 114
Whitney Avenue, 1:30pm reception, 2pm presentation

Saturday, March 28: Conducting oral histories, Wilson Branch, New Haven Free Public Library,
303 Washington Avenue, all day (10am—5pm) by appointment

Sunday, March 29: 1776 at the Yale Film Archive in the Humanities Quadrangle L02, 320 York
Street, 2pm

Monday, March 30: Community Conversation Series, “What can we learn from the American
experiment in self-government?: Constitutional Democracy in America at 250,” organized by
the Yale Center for Civic Thought, with a kick-off Dinner Forum on Monday, March 30, 6:15-
8:45pm, at Yale ISPS, 77 Prospect Street, with three additional dinners on Thursday, April 16,
Wednesday, April 29, and Monday, May 4, with registration and other information online here.

Wednesday—Thursday, April 8—9: at Beinecke Library, “Democracy, Civic Education, and the
American Archive,” with an April 8 conversation with David Ferriero, 10 Archivist of the United
States, 121 Wall Street, and two panels on April 9, with Ferriero joined by Brenda Gunn,
President-Elect, Society of American Archivists, and Associate University Librarian at the
University of Virginia; Robert Horton, retired Assistant Director for Collections and Special
Collections, Smithsonian National Museum of American History; and Kathleen Roe, former
Director of Archives and Records Management, New York State Archives, at Sterling Memorial
Library, 120 High Street

Saturday, April 11: Conducting oral histories, Wilson Branch, New Haven Free Public Library,
303 Washington Avenue, all day (10am—5pm) by appointment


https://beinecke.library.yale.edu/
https://ygsna.sites.yale.edu/news/keynote-ken-burns-open-first-america-conference-march-26
https://ygsna.sites.yale.edu/news/keynote-ken-burns-open-first-america-conference-march-26
https://events.yale.edu/event/film-1776
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfK6sad_WaROd0Tnsi2tFQsTgBzqHXw5Y8WtXMi_hBM_8ECYg/viewform

Sunday, April 12: Yankee Doodle Dandy at the Yale Film Archive in the Humanities Quadrangle
LO2, 320 York Street, 2pm

Sunday, April 12: “An American Songhook,” by the Yale Camerata, both in person and
livestreamed, Woolsey Hall, 500 College Street, 4pm—6pm

Monday, April 13: Presentation on maps established in the 18" century by Connie Brown and
the Connecticut Map Society, Mitchell Branch, New Haven Free Public Library, 37 Harrison
Street, 6—7:30pm

Thursday, April 16: “Mohegan Stories: An Exploration of Native Heritage,” YMFL, lves Memorial
Library, 133 Elm Street, 3—4pm (limited to children and families)

Thursday, April 16, “Community Conversation Series: New Haven’s Role in America’s Founding,”
presented by the Yale Center for Civic Thought at the program room of the Ives Memorial
Library, 133 Elm Street, 6pm—7:30pm

Saturday, April 18: “The Ride: Paul Revere and the Night that Saved America” by Kostya
Kennedy, New Haven Museum, 114 Whitney Avenue, 2pm presentation

Saturday, April 18: Lecture by author Michael Langlois of From Liberty to Legacy, lves Main
Library, New Haven Free Public Library, New Haven Free Public Library, 133 Elm Street, 2—
3:30pm

Sunday, April 19: Tribute to Roger Sherman on his birthday, sponsored by the Beinecke Library
with the Local History Unit of the Sons of the American Revolution and the Friends of the Grove
Street Cemetery, at the cemetery, 227 Grove Street, 12:30—1pm

Sunday, April 19: Roger Sherman and America 250, with public display of materials at the
Beinecke Library, 121 Wall Street, 1—4pm

Tuesday, April 21: America History Trivia Night, Wilson Branch, New Haven Free Public Library,
303 Washington Avenue, 5:30—7:30pm

Thursday, April 22: "This Land is Your Land" by Beverly Gage, book talk at Yale Library, Sterling
Memorial Library Lecture Hall, 120 High Street, 4pm—5pm

Friday, April 24: Nashville at the Yale Film Archive in the Humanities Quadrangle L02, 320 York
Street, 7pm


https://events.yale.edu/event/film-yankee-doodle-dandy
https://ism.yale.edu/posts/2026-02-24-yale-camerata-to-perform-a-concert-of-all-american-music
https://civicthought.yale.edu/events/2026-04-16-community-conversation-series-guest-seminar-new-havens-role-in-americas-founding
https://www.simpletix.com/e/the-ride-paul-revere-and-the-night-that-sa-tickets-239038
https://events.yale.edu/event/tribute-to-roger-sherman-on-his-birthday
https://events.yale.edu/event/roger-sherman-and-american-250
https://events.yale.edu/event/book-talk-this-land-is-your-land-by-beverly-gage
https://events.yale.edu/event/film-nashville

Monday, April 27: Talk about a map from 1784 given by Brian Tims, president of the
Connecticut Map Society, Mitchell Branch, New Haven Free Public Library, 37 Harrison Street,
6—7:30pm

Wednesday, April 29, “Community Conversation Series: America’s Founding,” presented by the
Yale Center for Civic Thought at the program room of the Stetson Branch Library, New Haven
Free Public Library, 197 Dixwell Avenue, 6pm—7:30pm

Thursday, April 30: “Wicked New Haven” by author Michael J. Biewala, Fair Haven Branch, 182
Grand Avenue, 6—7pm

Friday, May 1: Bound for Glory at the Yale Film Archive in the Humanities Quadrangle, 320 York
Street, 7pm

Friday, May 1: “Gershwin & Bernstein: A 250" American Celebration” concert by the Yale
Philharmonia, Woolsey Hall, 500 College Street, 7:30—9:30pm (ticketed)

Saturday, May 2: “New Haven: A People’s History of the American Revolution,” walking tour led
by Aaron Goode for Preservation CT, beginning at the flagpole on the New Haven Green,
12pm—2pm

Saturday, May 2: Orchestra New England celebrates America 250 with a concert of works by
Neely Bruce and Jan Swafford and closing with Aaron Copland’s “Appalachian Spring” at Battell
Chapel, 400 College Street, 7:30 p.m. (ticketed)

Monday, May 4, “Community Conversation Series: Democracy in New Haven Today,” presented
by the Yale Center for Civic Thought at the program room of the lves Memorial Library, New
Haven Free Public Library, 6pm—7:30pm

Wednesday, May 6, “Schlock2.50: Buying and Selling "American" Patriotism in 1976 and 2026,”
exhibition opening with keynote speaker Michael D. Hattem, Hilton C. Buley Library, Southern
Connecticut State University, 377 Fitch Street, 5—7pm

Thursday—Friday, May 7—8: “Thinking through Tea: Art, Resistance, and Global Entanglements
in the Age of American Independence,” at the Yale Center for British Art, 1080 Chapel Street,
beginning on Thursday at 5:30pm and on Friday at 10am

Saturday, May 9: “Wake Up The Green” sponsored by the Committee of Proprietors, with
Powder House Day ceremony, New Haven Green, 10am—4pm

Saturday, May 9: Memory Mapping in New Haven Talkback Café, show and tell, Ives Main
Library, New Haven Free Public Library, 12—2pm


https://civicthought.yale.edu/events/2026-04-29-community-conversation-series-guest-seminar-americas-founding
https://events.yale.edu/event/film-bound-for-glory
https://music-tickets.yale.edu/939/25956
https://preservationct.org/janes-walk-connecticut
https://orchestranewengland.org/usa250/
https://civicthought.yale.edu/events/2026-05-04-community-conversation-series-guest-seminar-democracy-in-new-haven-today
https://britishart.yale.edu/exhibitions-programs/thinking-through-tea
https://britishart.yale.edu/exhibitions-programs/thinking-through-tea

Wednesday, May 13: Slaves in Connecticut, a presentation at Stetson Branch, New Haven Free
Public Library, 197 Dixwell Avenue, 5:30—7:30pm

Saturday, May 16: Opening day at Fort Nathan Hale and Black Rock Fort, with a short parade to
the flag court, Fort Nathan Hale, 10:30am

Saturday, May 16: 250 in the Hill walking tour, Wilson Branch, New Haven Free Public Library,
303 Washington Avenue, 2—4pm

Sunday, May 17: “America: Yesterday’s Vision, Tomorrow’s Hope,” concert by Canticum Novum
at the Blessed Michael McGivney Center, 1 State Street, 2—3:30pm

Wednesday, May 20: “How Cotton and the Tobacco Industry Built the Foundation of America
Through Slavery,” Wilson Branch, New Haven Free Public Library, 303 Washington Avenue,
5:30—7:30pm

Wednesday, May 27: “Historical Facts: Black Dixwell Neighborhood,” Stetson Branch, New
Haven Free Public Library, 197 Dixwell Avenue, 5:30—7:30pm

Thursday, May 28: “Connecticut’s Forgotten Relationship with the High Seas,” by Mike Allen,
Fair Haven Branch, New Haven Free Public Library, 6—7:30pm

Saturday, May 30: 250 in the Hill walking tour, Wilson Branch, New Haven Free Public Library,
303 Washington Avenue, 2—4pm

Thursday, June 4: “Connecticut’s Culinary Landscape: Migration and Entrepreneurship Panel,”
Ives Main Library, 133 Elm Street, 5—7pm

Sunday, June 7: “Home & Belonging and the House on Mango Street,” a materials session in
conjunction with Arts & Idea of materials inspired by New Haven history and by The House on
Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros, Beinecke Library, 121 Wall Street, 1lpm—4pm

Sunday, June 7: “Historic House Tour — Tradition Reimagined: Douglass Orr and the Colonial
Revival,” New Haven Preservation Trust, 1—5:30pm (ticketed)

Sunday, June 7: “Democracy Under Pressure: What History Tells Us” idea series by Arts & Idea,
featuring Elizabeth Hinton, Joanne Freeman, and Beverly Gage, moderated by Lucy
Nalpathanchil, New Haven Museum, 114 Whitney Avenue, 1—2pm

Sunday, June 7: “Your Voice Belongs Here: How Everyday People Make Change” workshop by
Arts & Idea, led by Aurora Melita, New Haven Museum, 114 Whitney Avenue, 2:15—3:15pm



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/concert-america-yesterdays-vision-tomorrows-hope-tickets-1987682020430?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.artidea.org/event/2026/5849
https://nhpt.org/nhpt-events/2026-historic-house-tour-douglas-orr-and-the-colonial-revival
https://nhpt.org/nhpt-events/2026-historic-house-tour-douglas-orr-and-the-colonial-revival
https://www.artidea.org/event/2026/5859
https://www.artidea.org/event/2026/5860

Sunday, June 7: “Uncivil Uprising: Can a General Strike Save Democracy” idea series by Arts &
Idea, featuring Jack Hitt and Chenjerai Kumanyika, New Haven Museum, 114 Whitney Avenue,
3:30—4:30pm

June 8—November 8: An Artists” America, exhibition at the Robert B. Haas Family Arts Library,
Yale Library, 190 York Street

June 11—ongoing: New Haven’s Unfinished Revolutions, new permanent installation at the
New Haven Museum, 114 Whitney Avenue

Thursday, June 11: “Grover Cleveland’s Rubber Jaw,” presidential trivia, Fair Haven Branch, New
Haven Free Public Library, 6—7pm

Saturday, June 13: Rooted in Place: 250 Years Through New Haven’s Lens, the New Haven Free
Public Library culmination of America 250 around Juneteenth, New Haven Green, 12—4pm

Wednesday, June 17: "The Fight to Set a People Free," actor Kevin Johnson as Jordan Freeman,
the African American servant of John Ledyard and the body servant of Colonel William Ledyard
in the Revolutionary War, at the New Haven Museum's historic Pardee-Morris House, 325
Lighthouse Road, 6pm

Saturday, June 27: “American lcons Featuring New Haven Symphony Orchestra,” concert
starring Capathia Jenkins and Ryans Shaw and featuring the New Haven Symphony Orchestra,
led by Perry So, New Haven Green, 6—8:45pm

Sunday, June 28: “Whose America? Perspectives on Identity and Belonging” idea series by Arts
& ldeas, featuring , moderated by IfeMichelle Gardin, New Haven Museum, 114 Whitney
Avenue, 1—2pm

Sunday, June 28: “Memory as Museum: Curating the Self Led by Antoinette Brim-Bell”
workshop by Arts & Ideas, featuring Antoinette Brim-Bell, New Haven Museum, 114 Whitney
Avenue, 2:30—3:30pm

Sunday, June 28: “The Stories We Carry: A Conversation with Sandra Cisneros” idea series by
Arts & ldeas, featuring a digital keynote by Sandra Cisneros in conversation with IfeMichelle
Gardin, New Haven Museum, 114 Whitney Avenue, 3:45—4:45pm

Sunday, June 28: "What a Glorious Crash They Made," Revolutionary War music by Richard
Franklin Donohue, at the New Haven Museum's historic Pardee-Morris House, 325 Lighthouse
Road, 2 pm


https://www.artidea.org/event/2026/5861
https://www.artidea.org/event/2026/5878
https://www.artidea.org/event/2026/5879
https://www.artidea.org/event/2026/5880
https://www.artidea.org/event/2026/5881

e Friday, July 3: “Celebrating 250 Years of Welcoming Immigrants, Democratic Governance, and
Civil Liberties,” sponsored by IRIS (Integrated Refugee and Immigrant Services) together with
the Arts Council of Greater New Haven, ACLU-CT, and the League of Women Voters-
Connecticut, with an ats exhibit, crafts fair, civics training, immigrant stories, international
dance and music, and food from Sanctuary Kitchen and Havenly, 323 Temple Street, 10am—
2pm

e Saturday, July 4: Gathering at the graves of Roger Sherman and David Humphreys by the Sons
of the American Revolution, Grove Street Cemetery, 227 Grove Street, 9am

e Saturday, July 4: Fireworks from East Rock Park, City of New Haven, 9pm

e Sunday, July 5: Coastal raids tour with Fairfield and Norwalk historical societies, with tour of
Pardee Morris House on July 5 and tours later that week in Fairfield and Norwalk

e Sunday, July 5: National day of potlucks, more information to come!

e Wednesday, July 8: Recitation of the Declaration of Independence, William Grimes, the
Declaration of Sentiments, and the 1852 Oration by Frederick Douglass at the Beinecke Library,
121 Wall Street, 4pm

e Friday—Saturday, July 10—11: “Dr. Fred Smith, Playwright, Be Your Own Hero,” by the Dixwell
Community House

e Sunday, July 19: John Adams portrayed by George Baker at the Pardee Morris House, 325
Lighthouse Road

e Thursday, July 23: a discussion about the use of Connecticut Revolutionary War Records that
are available at the Connecticut State Library by Mel E. Smith, lves Main Library, New Haven
Free Public Library, 133 Elm Street, 6—7:30pm

e Sunday, August 16 - "Women's Trades" with Emily Stringham of At the Sign of the Golden
Scissors, at the New Haven Museum's historic Pardee-Morris House, 325 Lighthouse Road, 12—
4 pm

e Thursday, September 10: a discussion of Black women in the American Revolution by Jill
Snyder, Ives Main Library, New Haven Free Public Library, 133 Elm Street, 2—4pm

Available on YouTube:



Everyone is encouraged to watch episodes of America at 250: A History, the public lecture course
held at Yale University in the Fall 2025, available via YouTube. The course was led by Professors
David Blight, Joanne Freeman, and Beverly Gage.

For further information:

The list of 2026 events and exhibitions has been assembled by New Haven’s America 250
commission and continues to develop. Members of the public should check with the presenting
organizations to verify details. More events will be added in the coming weeks.

Organizations can connect with the commission’s co-chairs via email — kfutrell@newhavenct.qgov
and michael.morand@yale.edu

Information last updated here as of May 12, 2026


mailto:kfutrell@newhavenct.gov
mailto:michael.morand@yale.edu

