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NEW HAVEN
DEPARTMENT OF POLICE SERVICE

GENERAL ORDERS

GENERAL ORDER 5.10 EFFECTIVE DATE:

POLICE MOTORCYCLE

5.10.01 PURPOSE

The purpose of this Special Order is to outline standards related to the special-purpose
vehicle-motorcycle provided to the New Haven Department of Police Service (NHPD)
sworn officers.

5.10.02 POLICY

It is the policy of this Department to provide procedures and guidelines regarding police
motorcycles.

5.10.03 MOTOR UNIT: OBJECTIVES AND USES

The NHPD uses motor officers to complement and enhance patrol operations and will
be deployed to increase police visibility, maneuverability, and community interaction
through routine and directed patrol, directed enforcement, and during special operations
and special events.

5.10.04 ORGANIZATION, PERSONNEL AND RESPONSIBILITIES

« All motor officers will be assigned to the Traffic Unit and will be under the general
command of the Deputy Patrol Commander.
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« During special events and details, the motor officers will be under the direct
supervision of the Traffic Sergeant.

o During a scheduled patrol shift, motor officers will be under the direct supervision
of the OIC of the Traffic Unit. In their absence, the motor officers will be under the
direct supervision of the Shift Supervisor.

5.10.05 DEPLOYMENT

Motor officers can be deployed for all patrol functions, except as specified in this policy.
These include, but are not limited to:

o Calls for service as related to the motor officers’ traffic enforcement
responsibilities, and when all other patrol options have been exhausted

Escorts of funerals and dignitaries

« Traffic control during parades, road races, and other special events

« Motor vehicle enforcement

o To access pathways of parks and other areas too narrow for vehicles

e Response to traffic complaints and to conduct site evaluations

Administrative assignments

e Use as a community policing tool to increase interaction between citizens and
Officers

5.10.06 INSTRUCTIONS, CONDITIONS, AND LIMITATIONS OF USAGE

« Motor officers will operate the motorcycle in accordance with state and local law
and Department policy.

« Motorcycles will be occupied by the operator only. Patrol units will respond when
a transport is needed.

« If a motorcycle is left unattended, then the ignition, and storage areas shall
always be locked. If the motorcycle is equipped with a smart key, the Officer shall
not be required to lock the ignition.

« Officers operating police motorcycles will wear the appropriate uniform, including
issued helmet and eye protection. No civilian attire is permitted.
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« Motor officers may engage in pursuits in exigent circumstances and in
accordance with General Order 12.03, Vehicle Pursuits. Motor officers shall
disengage from a pursuit when support from marked patrol units becomes available.

« In the event of weather conditions that make the operation of motorcycles
unsafe, officers assigned to the Motor Unit will utilize traffic vehicles to conduct their
daily activities or work on special assignments as needed.

5.10.07 RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CONDITION, MAINTENANCE., AND CARE

« Motor officers will, prior to riding the motorcycle, inspect the motorcycle. The
following will be checked:

o Tire pressure and inspect tires for damage
o OQil level (with side stand down)

o The operation of all lamps, flashers, horn, siren and both front and rear
brakes

« Motor officers are responsible for maintaining their motorcycles in a clean
condition.

« Any damage to a motorcycle or equipment will be reported in specific detail to the
Deputy Patrol Commander and the Superintendent of the Police Garage.

5.10.08 TRAINING

« All Officers selected for the motor unit shall complete a recognized course of
instruction prior to being authorized to operate the police motorcycle in a patrol

capacity.
« Motor Officers are required to possess a valid motorcycle classification driver’s
license.

David Zannelli Evelise Ribeiro

Chief of Police Chair, Board of Police Commissioners

(Signature and Date) (Signature and Date)
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