CITY OF NEW HAVEN
New Haven Health Department

500 NHVHEALTH

424 Chapel Street, 1st Floor « New Haven, Connecticut 06511 ¢ 203-946-6999

Justin Elicker, Mayor  Maritza Bond, MPH, MDiv, Director of Health

Board of Health Commissioners
Meeting Minutes
March 11, 2026, 6:00 PM, In Person

Present: Chair, Dr. Darnell Young, Commissioner, Dr. David Cantonwine, Commissioner, Dr.
Greg Gonsalves, Commissioner, Dr. Tamiko Jackson-McArthur, Commissioner, Dr.
Alice Forrester, Commissioner

Absent: Dr. Ada Fenick, Commissioner

Staff: Maritza Bond, MPH, MDiv, Director of Health, Becky Rubenstein, Media/PH
Educator

Guest: None

L. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 6:09 PM by Dr. Darnell Young, Chair Board of
Public Health Commissioner. A quorum was confirmed.

IL. Approval of Minutes
The minutes from the February 11, 2026, meeting were presented for review. A
motion to approve the minutes was made, seconded by Dr. Alice Forrester,
Commissioner, and approved unanimously.

I11. Public Comments or Statements
None

IV. Board of Health Updates: Maritza Bond, Director of Health
STRATEGIC PLAN PROGRESS AND VISION 2034 (6 PRIORITIES/GOALS)
Progress reported on six priority goals:

1. Community Engagement
o Development of centralized resource guide
e Status: In progress

2. Resource Optimization
e Partnerships with:
= Fairfield University
= Yale Healthcare Consulting Collective
= University of New Haven (in progress)
e Focus on strategic planning and program expansion

3. Workforce Development
e RFP issued for updated Workforce Development Plan
e Vendor selection in progress

Board of Health Commissioners Meeting Minutes March 11, 2026 1



4. Communications
e Increased speaking engagements and outreach
e Focus on storytelling and public trust

5. Quality & Accreditation (PHAB)
e 88% of required documents completed
e 100% uploaded to system
e Next step: final submission and site visit preparation

6. Permitting Process Improvement
e Workflow analysis underway
e Coordination with multiple city departments required

NHV HEALTH BRAND REFRESH

The Department presented a streamlined branding update to improve accessibility,
consistency, and clarity across communications. Updates include minor logo
refinements, standardized typography, a cohesive color palette, and icon usage
guidelines.

The initiative supports health literacy, organizational consistency, and public trust,
with implementation through staff guidance and updated communication templates.

ADDITIONAL UPDATES:
e Community Health Assessment completed; Improvement Plan pending
revisions.

o Staffing updates: active recruitment for several positions; one recent hire.
e Legislative action: Support for English Station acquisition.
« Enforcement: Two tobacco retailers cited; one business closed.

Discussion:
e Discussion included updates to outreach materials (e.g., school compliance
postcards), with recommendations to clarify instructions for families,
specifically directing them to contact their pediatrician for appointments.

EPIDEMIOLOGY/COMMUNICABLE DISEASE MONITORING:
e Overall decrease in reportable diseases, with a slight increase in Hepatitis B
cases.
e Continued monitoring of respiratory illnesses and tuberculosis cases.
e ODZ2A navigators continue targeted outreach based on hotspots

HEALTH PROGRAMS /OVERDOSE PREVENTION & HARM REDUCTION:
Environmental Health - Lead /Inspections:
e Nine (9) food service complaints were reported during the month.
o Five (5) new lead exposure cases were identified and are under investigation
e Upcoming events include National Public Week activities community
outreach.

V. 0Old Business
No unfinished business was discussed.
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VI. New Business

Discussion included potential future advocacy efforts related to Adverse Childhood
Experiences (ACEs) and the integration of ACE-related data collection into public

health initiatives.

VII. Adjournment

The next meeting is scheduled for April 8, 2026, 6:00 PM virtual.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:49 PM. Chair Dr. Young moved to adjourn, and Dr.

Forrester seconded the motion.

Action Items
None

Lovaine Reed

March 30, 2026

Lorraine Reed
Administrative Assistant

Approved:
Dn. Darnell Young

Date

April 15,2026

Dr. Darnell Young, Chair
Board of Health Commissioners

Date
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