
NEW HAVEN CITY EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT FUND (CERF) 

TRUSTEE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2026, 8:00 A.M. 

VIRTUAL MEETING 

Dial in Numbers: US: +1 929 205 6099 or +1 301 715 8592 

Password: 00075195 

Meeting ID: 880 5722 0899 

Meeting URL: 
https://newhavenct.zoom.us/j/88057220899?pwd=6yvyhdPycKb6gXlhgaovhDwNMOzHJS.1&from=addon 

Meeting ID: 880 5722 0899 

Password: 7e1mNXfQ 

 TRUSTEES PRESENT: Jerome Sagnella, Chairperson, Trustee 

Justin Elicker, Mayor, Trustee (exited 9:00am) 

Mark Pietrosimone, Trustee 

Rebecca Bombero, Acting Controller, Trustee (joined 8:05am) 

Susan Whetstone, Trustee 
Cathy Graves, Trustee (exited 10:10am) 
Sheena Strawter-Anthony, Trustee 

ALSO, PRESENT: Leanna Ambersley, Pension Administrator 

Taylor Cannon, Payroll/Benefit Auditor 

Fayan Robinson-Sims, Payroll/Benefit Auditor 

Carolyn Kone, Fund Counsel., Brenner Saltzman & Wallman 

Derek Ciampini, Raymond James 

Wendy Coppola, Raymond James 

Dave Moran, Raymond James 

Derek Craig, KKR 

Kane Nerys, KKR 

Bill Maneigo, JP Morgan 

Matthew Werner, JP Morgan 

Sam Garetano, Brookfield 

Briana Backes, Brookfield 

Cherlyn Poindexter, CERF Retiree 

Cyril Espanol 

Damaris Rivera 

Michelle Chow-Tai 

Trustee Sagnella commenced the meeting at 8:00 a.m. 

ITEM 1: INVESTMENT REPORT: 

A. RAYMOND JAMES

B. KKR – INFRASTRUCTURE CONGLOMERATE LLC

C. JP MORGAN – INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT FUND

D. BROOKFIELD – INFRASTRUCTURE INCOME FUND

No vote was made. Trustees will continue discussion at the next meeting.
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ITEM 2: APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY 18, 2026, VIRTUAL MEETING 

MOTION: Made by Trustee Mayor Elicker to approve the minutes 

MOTION SECONDED: by Trustee Graves 

MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

ITEM 3: ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

A. VOTE ON RENEWAL OF LIABILITY INSURANCE 

MOTION: Made by Trustee Pietrosimone to approve. 

MOTION SECONDED: by Trustee Graves 

MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

B. DISCUSSION ON DISABILITY RE-EXAMS 

No vote was made. Trustees are keeping the policy as-is. 

ITEM 4: CONTRIBUTION WITHDRAWALS – INFORMATION ONLY: 

A. Krystal Williams 

Department: 911 Dispatch BU: 884 

Participation Date: 10/11/2022 Resignation Date: 12/11/2025 

Withdrawal date: 02/24/2026 

B. Stacey Hutcherson 

Department: Public Health        BU: 3144 

Participation Date: 03/08/2021 Termination Date: 01/21/2022 

Withdrawal date: 03/12/2026 

ITEM 5: DISABILITY RETIREMENT RE-EXAMINATIONS 

The Pension Act covering the CERF vests the board the authority to re-examine members of the 

Fund retired on a disability three (3) times over a five (5) year period from date of retirement.  

The Retirement Board requires that each member retired for a disability be re-examined by one 

of the Boards medical examiners. 

Gloria Lester-Gibson: (1st re-exam) (CONTINUED) 

Date of Employment: 10/01/2007  Date of Retirement: 09/02/2022 

Position at Retirement: School Security Officer 

Item will still be continued. 

ITEM 6: DEATH WHILE ACTIVE – INFORMATION ONLY: 

A. ROLANDO MARTINEZ (DATE OF DEATH: 08/21/2023) 
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ITEM 7: DEATH AFTER RETIREMENT – INFORMATION ONLY: 

A. PASQUALINA PORTO (DATE OF DEATH: 01/29/2026)

ITEM 8:  SURVIVOR DEATH AFTER RETIREMENT – INFORMATION ONLY: 

A. ELVIRA DELUCIA (DATE OF DEATH: 01/14/2026)

B. YOLA PETRILLO (DATE OF DEATH: 12/13/2025)

Trustee Sagnella asked for a moment of silence for Item 6,7, & 8 

ITEM 9: PAYMENT OF THE BILLS: (See Attached Itemization) 

MOTION: Made by Trustee Pietrosimone to approve payment of the bills. 

MOTION SECONDED: by Trustee Graves 

MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

ITEM 10: UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

ITEM 11: NEW BUSINESS: 

ITEM 12: ADJOURNMENT: 

MOTION: Made by Trustee Strawter-Anthony to adjourn 

MOTION SECONDED: Made by Trustee Pietrosimone 

MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

The meeting adjourned at 10:48 A.M 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING: 

Wednesday, April 15th, 2026 

8:00 a.m. 
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ITEM 9: ITEMIZED BILLS FOR PAYMENT: 

A) LEGAL EXPENSES:

BRENNER, SALTZMAN & WALLMAN LLP- PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES: February 2026 

$6,000.00 

Total Legal Expenses $6,000.00 

ATTEST: 

_____________________________________________

Michael Gormnay, Controller, CERF Trustee 

Total Expenses $6,000.00 
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