
 

February 12, 2026 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
NEW HAVEN SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING AUTHORITY 

 
 
A regular meeting of the New Haven Solid Waste and Recycling Authority (the “Authority”) was held on 
February 12, 2026, at 5:30 p.m. online via Zoom Video Conference call. 
 
Board members present: R. Bonito, L. Davis Cannon, J. Logan, C. May, S. Miller, K. Pedersen and S. Winter 
Board member absent:    NONE 
 
Others present: Lori Vitagliano, Executive Director 
   Malinda M. Figueroa, Secretary 
   Young Le Do, Member of the Public 
 
Kyle Pedersen began the meeting at 5:32 p.m. Steven Winter made a motion to approve January 8, 2026 
minutes, seconded by Sarah Miller. There was no further discussion.  
 
Voice Vote: 
AYES: R. Bonito, L. Davis Cannon, J. Logan, C. May, S. Miller, K. Pedersen and S. Winter 
NAYES: NONE 
ABSTENSIONS: NONE 
 
Executive Director Lori Vitagliano presented the January 2026 treasurer’s report along with the second quarter 
financial update. Ms. Vitagliano reported that year-to-date tonnage totaled approximately 31,440 tons, 
representing roughly 52% of projected FY2026 tonnage. Mr. Winter inquired whether there would be any 
benefit to paying off the Authority’s outstanding bond debt early. Ms. Vitagliano indicated that the Authority’s 
auditors would be presenting the FY2025 audit at the next meeting and could provide guidance at that time. 
Ms. Vitagliano noted that approximately three years remain in the bond repayment schedule and that 
maintaining cash reserves may be advisable given potential upcoming capital projects. 
 
Ms. Vitagliano presented the January 2026 municipal solid waste and recycling tonnage reports for residential 
and commercial haulers. Ms. Vitagliano reported that recent spot checks by the recycling processor indicated 
contamination levels in certain loads ranging roughly between 10–17 percent, which can result in portions of 
those loads being treated as municipal solid waste (MSW) and increasing processing costs. Ms. Vitagliano 
further noted that recycling processing fees have increased in part due to contamination levels in delivered 
loads, which require additional sorting by the recycling facility. Discussion ensued concerning contamination 
rates. Mr. Winter raised the question of whether the Authority should seek a legal opinion from Robinson & 
Cole regarding the statutory definition of “solid waste,” specifically whether recyclable materials fall within 
that definition and therefore may be subject to the Authority’s flow control ordinance. Rose Bonito asked how 
many large haulers hold permits currently. Ms. Vitagliano indicated there were 13 large haulers. 
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Ms. Vitagliano indicated under the Executive Director’s report that operator rotation is going very well 
and operations at the transfer station were business as usual. Ms. Vitagliano reported that the Hometown 
Recycling Day event is scheduled for May 2, 2026, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and will be held in the 
IKEA parking lot on Sargent Drive. 
 
Under old business, it was shared that the Authority and City’s attorneys met to discuss the draft revised 
memorandum of understanding relating to the CTDEEP Infrastructure Grant. The City Engineer has 
engaged a geotechnical engineer to perform the borings at the old incinerator site. 
 
Ms. Vitagliano indicated the H2M Transfer Station Site Assessment report initiated by SCRCOG was 
delivered to the Authority this week. Mr. Winter stated that the work has been completed on site and that 
the remaining steps involve completing the necessary documentation and approvals to energize the arrays. 
Mr. Pedersen inquired whether there may be a press event once the arrays are energized. Mr. Pedersen 
commented that it would be great to have video of the before and after improvements to the Transfer 
Station property to showcase the Authority. There are no updates at this time on the SCRCOG Regional 
Waste Authority study.  
 
There was no new business. 
 
There were no public comments. 
 
Linda Davis Cannon made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Ms. Bonito. There was no further discussion. 
Mr. Pedersen adjourned the meeting at 6:25 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Malinda M. Figueroa 
Secretary 


