
America 250 – New Haven Commission 
Summary of Meeting – February 17, 2026 

Attendees: 
Michael Morand, Kim Futrell, Will Ginsberg, Shamain McAllister, Dr. Madeline Negrón, Charles “Chaz” 
Warner Jr., Susan Weisselberg, Alder Jeanette Morrison, Clifton Graves, Alex Guznay, Grace Ellis 

Overall Theme: 
The commission reflected on the successful public launch event, reviewed progress on major America 
250 initiatives, and discussed upcoming public programs, community engagement, and school 
partnerships. 

Key Highlights: 

1. Launch Event Debrief  

• Strong turnout and community enthusiasm.  

• Broad media coverage (Channel 8, Independent).  

• Positive feedback  

• Additional TV appearances scheduled. 

2. Community Outreach & Quilt Project  

• Quilt RFP responses prompted committee to refine the project vision.  

• Artists resubmitting revised proposals guided by historic materials provided to support design.  

• Final quilt expected later in 2026 (aiming for participation before July; completion potentially by 
September).  

• Project supported by Community Foundation ($125k) and Yale ($50k). 

3. Schools & Education Initiatives  

• Two-part teacher learning cohort launching in March; strong interest from educators.  

• Student visits to the Beinecke’s “Unfurling the Flag” exhibit scheduled through May.  

• Student time capsule project launching in April; culminating community showcase planned at 
Lost in New Haven Museum.  

• Agreement to provide participation certificates or recognition for all student contributors. 

4. Framing & Historical Sensitivity  

• Discussion on how programming reflects current national climate.  

• Emphasis on universal values—justice, freedom, civic history—without political polarization. 



5. Public Programs & Events  

• America 250 website (newhavenct.gov/america250 and 60+ event list now live.  

• New Haven Museum, Yale Art Gallery, Beinecke, NHFPL, and International Festival all hosting 
America 250 programming.  

• Continued encouragement to promote and attend these events. 

6. Academic Conference (March 27–29)  

• Keynote featuring Ken Burns, David Schmidt, Maggie Blackhawk, and Colin Calloway.  

• Chris Newell school visit + NHFPL event kicking off programming.  

• Six public-friendly academic panels across Friday.  

• Saturday screening and discussion of a Mohegan Tribe film added.  

• Keynote requires registration; other sessions are open to the public. 

7. Marketing & Communications  

• Graphics/template update forthcoming from Kim. 

8. Merchandise & Community Engagement  

• Commissioners offered America 250 sweatshirts.  

• Proposal to produce 500–1,000 free t-shirts with the America 250 New Haven logo for event 
giveaways.  

• Suggestion to distribute at both Juneteenth celebrations for equitable outreach. 

Next Meeting: 
March 24, 2026 

 


