
NEW HAVEN CITY EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT FUND (CERF) 

TRUSTEE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2026, 8:00 A.M. 

VIRTUAL MEETING 

 
Dial in Numbers: US: +1 929 205 6099 or +1 301 715 8592 

Password: 17460584 

Meeting ID: 878 1744 4955 

Meeting URL: 
https://newhavenct.zoom.us/j/87817444955?pwd=vfggebdNTa07Y4vkBsnbYbYwZgk213.1&from=addon 

Meeting ID: 878 1744 4955 

Password: Fr8qfivc 

 

 TRUSTEES PRESENT: Jerome Sagnella, Chairperson, Trustee 

     Justin Elicker, Mayor, Trustee 

                Mark Pietrosimone, Trustee 

     Dr. Kristy Sampieri, Controller, Trustee  

     Susan Whetstone, Trustee 

 

TRUSTEES ABSENT: Cathy Graves, Trustee  

     Sheena Strawter-Anthony, Trustee      

 

ALSO, PRESENT:  Leanna Ambersley, Pension Administrator 

     Taylor Cannon, Payroll/Benefit Auditor 

     Fayan Robinson-Sims, Payroll/Benefit Auditor 

     Carolyn Kone, Fund Counsel., Brenner Saltzman & Wallman 

     Derek Ciampini, Raymond James 

     Dave Moran, Raymond James 

     Wendy Coppola, Raymond James 

 
Trustee Sagnella commenced the meeting at 8:02 a.m. 

 

ITEM 1: INVESTMENT REPORT: 

A. RAYMOND JAMES Presents 

 
MOTION: Made by Trustee Pietrosimone to move $6 million from the ADEC to an 

equal weight midcap S&P index fund 

      MOTION SECONDED: by Trustee Whetstone 

  MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 

ITEM 2: APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 

 

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR DECEMBER 17, 2025, VIRTUAL MEETING 
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   MOTION: Made by Trustee Pietrosimone to approve the minutes 

      MOTION SECONDED: by Trustee Whetstone 

  MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 

ITEM 3: ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:  

A. NORTHERN TRUST COLLECTIVE FUNDS DAILY CASH SWEEP 

DIRECTION LETTER (Continued) 

Attorney Kone let the Trustees know that Northern Trust said this is no longer needed 

and everything remains as-is; no action needed by the Fund/Trustees 

ITEM 4: AGE ANNUITY/ RULE OF 80 /EARLY RETIREMENT – Information Only: 

 

A. David Prescott 

Position: Cafeteria Manager   Department: BOE 

Date of Birth: 06/25/1962   BU: 3144 

Participation Date: 08/29/2001  Retirement Date: 01/31/2026 

 

B. David Turcio 

Position: BOE-Custodian   Department: BOE 

Date of Birth: 06/01/1969   BU: 287 

Participation Date: 07/25/2000  Retirement Date: 11/22/2025 

 

ITEM 5: CONTRIBUTION WITHDRAWALS – INFORMATION ONLY: 

 

A. Tara Pisaturo-Pelatowski 

Department: Police Services          BU: 3144 

Participation Date: 08/26/2024  Resignation Date: 11/07/2025 

Withdrawal date: 12/16/2025 

 

ITEM 6: DISABILITY RETIREMENT RE-EXAMINATIONS 

 

The Pension Act covering the CERF vests the board the authority to re-examine members of the 

Fund retired on a disability three (3) times over a five (5) year period from date of retirement.  

The Retirement Board requires that each member retired for a disability be re-examined by one 

of the Boards medical examiners. 

 

Georgina Gaffney-Moran: (3rd re-exam) 

Date of Employment: 06/02/2008  Date of Retirement: 03/19/2020 

Position at Retirement: 911 Dispatcher 
 

MOTION: Made by Trustee Pietrosimone to approve  

      MOTION SECONDED: by Trustee Whetstone 

  MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 
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ITEM 7: DEATH AFTER RETIREMENT – INFORMATION ONLY: 

 

A. VARRONE ROBERT (DATE OF DEATH: 11/13/2025) 

B. DANIEL JIGGETTS (DATE OF DEATH: 12/18/2025) 

 

ITEM 8:  SURVIVOR DEATH AFTER RETIREMENT – INFORMATION ONLY: 

 

A. DIANE LEVI-VERDERAME (DATE OF DEATH: 11/27/2025) 

 

Trustee Sagnella asked for a moment of silence for Item 7 & 8 

 

ITEM 9: PAYMENT OF THE BILLS: (See Attached Itemization) 

 
MOTION: Made by Trustee Pietrosimone to approve payment of the bills. 

      MOTION SECONDED: by Trustee Whetstone 

  MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 

ITEM 10: UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

ITEM 11: NEW BUSINESS: 

 

ITEM 12: ADJOURNMENT: 
 

MOTION: Made by Trustee Whetstone to adjourn 

      MOTION SECONDED: Made by Trustee Pietrosimone 

  MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:39 A.M 

 

 

 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING: 

 

Wednesday, February 18th, 2026 

8:00 a.m. 
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ITEM 9: ITEMIZED BILLS FOR PAYMENT: 

 

A) LEGAL EXPENSES: 

 

BRENNER, SALTZMAN & WALLMAN LLP- PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES: December 2025 

$6,000.00 

Total Legal Expenses $6,000.00 

 

 

B). MEDICAL CONSULTANT EXPENSES 

 

MES Solutions (GAFFNEY-MORAN) $1,995.00 

Total Medical Expenses $1,995.00 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

______________________________________________ 

Rebecca Bombero, Acting Controller, CERF Trustee 

 

 

 

Total Expenses $7,995.00 
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