America 250 New Haven Commission Meeting
3:00pm Tuesday, December 23, 2025

Attendees: K. Futrell, E. Clemons, M. Morand, Alder J. Morrison, C. Warner Jr, S. Weisselberg, H. Vincent, M. Bernhey, S. McAllister, G. Ellis, Dr. M. Negron, A. Guzhnay

Textile & Quilt Art Project
The Commission reviewed two proposals for the textile/quilt project and decided to provide submitters with more specific criteria to ensure the finished product is "New Haven-centric" and reflects the diversity of New Haven.  Additional notes: possible inclusion of uniform squares representing each city ward; the importance of engagement with Alders and community management teams whom could help determine how each ward would be reflected.

Passport to Museums/Galleries
A new initiative was proposed to link various city exhibits opening in May 2026 through a "passport" program.  Featured exhibitions would include (but not limited to) the New Haven Museum’s Unfinished Revolution, the Toni Harp Museum at the Q House, and a Beinecke Library.  Participants would receive stamps for a passport booklet as they travel through the different venues.  The Commission will further explore a designated Saturday with free admission to participating sites.

Time Capsule Project
C. Warner Jr discussed the time capsule project with the New Haven Public School (NHPS). Schools will be invited to create a time capsule to be opened in 50 years at America 300 (2076). Students will complete prompt cards about current life and predictions for the future.
Additional items discussed included:
· Showcase: A potential event may be held at a museum or art gallery where students present their school’s time capsule to the public.
· Library Component: For children not in the public school system, local libraries will provide instructions for "soda bottle" time capsules families can make at home.

Teacher-Scholar Cohort & Beinecke Exhibit
The Beinecke Library is launching "Unfurling the Flag," an exhibit featuring primary source documents like those written by George Washington. Up to 25 New Haven educators will receive $300 stipends to participate in educational discussions and bring their students for a two-hour tour and "hands-on" materials session.

Storytelling & Oral History Initiatives
The Commission discussed the importance of elevating individual voices and "telling the stories of home".  Starting in February, the NHFPL Ives Main Branch will offer 16 oral history kits (10 for circulation, 5 for on-site use). The NHFPL will also host public program on "How to Conduct Oral Histories" scheduled for March 7th. 
Alder J Morrison reminded the group of its state-of-the-art recording studio available for community use at the Q-House.

Upcoming Key Dates
· January 20, 2026 (3 p.m.): Next Commission Meeting.
· January 21, 2026 (11 a.m.): Press Conference.
· March 26, 2026: Author Chris Newell visit (NHFPL and school visit).
· March 27-28, 2026: Keynote event with Ken Burns and David Schmidt; scholarly panels at Luce Hall.


