Meeting Notes: New Haven America 250 Commission

Date: November 25, 2025

Participants: Michael Morand, Kim Futrell, Will Ginsberg, Charles Warner, Dr. Madeline Negron, Alex
Guzhnay, Shamain McAllister, Alder Morrison, Maria Bernhey, Susan Weisselberg.

Marketing and Branding

e Logo Selection: The group reviewed three logo versions. There was a strong preference for
Version 2 (featuring a star) and Version 3 (which includes the word "America").

e Refinements: Members suggested modifying Version 2 to include the word "America" and
adding blue font to better reflect the national anniversary.

e Web Presence: K. Futrell is drafting a web presence to be housed on the City of New Haven
website, though she is open to other hosting suggestions.

e Merchandise: The committee discussed creating branded merchandise (e.g., stickers, lapel pins)
to sell for fundraising and to distribute at community events.

Education and Youth Engagement

e  Curriculum Modules: New Haven Public Schools (NHPS) is implementing historical modules for
K-8 students, focusing on figures like Reverend Richard A.G. Foster and Roger Sherman.

¢ High School Event: A major event for high schoolers is planned for March 26th at the Field
House, featuring Chris Newell and potentially Ken Burns to discuss American Revolution history.

o Teacher Incentives: The Beinecke Library is offering a $300 incentive for 25 educators to attend
training on primary sources and curators designs for the America 250 exhibit.

¢ Independent Projects: For students outside the public school system (e.g., homeschoolers), the
library will provide guides for "soda bottle time capsules" that families can complete
independently.

New Haven Free Public Library Programming

¢ Interactive History: The New Haven Free Public Library (NHFPL) is planning 21 programs starting
in February 2026. Key initiatives include:

o Memory Mapping: An interactive map where residents can upload historical photos and
memories of New Haven landmarks.

o Oral Histories: Workshops and recording sessions in the Wilson Music Room to capture
community stories.



¢ Juneteenth Coordination: Discussion focused on the need to unify and support multiple
Juneteenth celebrations (Green, Q House, etc.) to ensure the city does not appear partial to one
event.

Other

e Members discussed potential connections with Lost in New Haven including a excavation project
at the Benedict Arnold/Noah Webster house site on Water Street that could involve student
participation in 2026.

e C. Warner proposed a central theme such as "Highlighting Home" or "Making Memory," to help
community organizations connect their work to the overall anniversary recognition efforts.

January Press Event

The City is hosting a press event January 21, 2026 at the New Haven Museum at 11:00am. All are
encouraged to attend and forward any events that should be included in the events listing to Kim or
Michael.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, December 23, 2025, at 3:00 p.m. via zoom.



