
 

 

NEW HAVEN CITY EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT FUND (CERF) 

TRUSTEE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2025, 8:00 A.M. 

VIRTUAL MEETING 

 
Dial in Numbers: US: +1 929 205 6099 or +1 301 715 8592 

Password: 03794473 

Meeting ID: 842 8407 9929 

Meeting URL: 
https://newhavenct.zoom.us/j/84284079929?pwd=ENCtdh3aJydiku8WIHLa9oYN2FLG50.1&from=addon 

Meeting ID: 842 8407 9929 

Password: 23CFUvAx 

 

 TRUSTEES PRESENT: Jerome Sagnella, Chairperson, Trustee 

     Cathy Graves, Trustee  

     Sheena Strawter-Anthony, Trustee  

                Mark Pietrosimone, Trustee 

     Dr. Kristy Sampieri, Controller, Trustee  

 

TRUSTEES ABSENT: Justin Elicker, Mayor, Trustee 

     Susan Whetstone, Trustee 

 

ALSO, PRESENT:  Leanna Ambersley, Pension Administrator 

     Taylor Cannon, Payroll/Benefit Auditor 

     Fayan Robinson-Sims, Payroll/Benefit Auditor 

     Carolyn Kone, Fund Counsel., Brenner Saltzman & Wallman 

     Derek Ciampini, Raymond James 

     Cyril Espanol 

     Michelle Chow-Tai  

.     Damaris Rivera 

 
Trustee Sagnella commenced the meeting at 8:02 a.m. 

 

ITEM 1: APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 

 

A. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FOR OCTOBER 15, 2025, VIRTUAL 

MEETING 

 
   MOTION: Made by Trustee Pietrosimone to approve the minutes 

      MOTION SECONDED: by Trustee Graves 

  MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 

 

 

https://newhavenct.zoom.us/j/84284079929?pwd=ENCtdh3aJydiku8WIHLa9oYN2FLG50.1&from=addon


 

 

ITEM 2: ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:  

A. NORTHERN TRUST COLLECTIVE FUNDS DAILY CASH SWEEP 

DIRECTION LETTER 

MOTION: Made by Trustee Graves to move item to January’s agenda 

      MOTION SECONDED: by Trustee Pietrosimone 

  MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 

B. 2026 PROPOSED CALENDAR OF CERF TRUSTEE MONTHLY 

MEETINGS 

MOTION: Made by Trustee Pietrosimone to approve 

      MOTION SECONDED: by Trustee Strawter-Anthony 

   DISCUSSION: Attorney Kone stated to remove “Controller’s Office” from location 

  MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 

ITEM 3: CONTRIBUTION WITHDRAWALS – INFORMATION ONLY: 

 

A. Christine Bourne 

Department: BOE                BU: 3144 

Participation Date: 11/15/2022  Resignation Date: 09/15/2025 

Withdrawal date: 10/17/2025 

 

B. Roberto Torres 

Department: Public Works               BU: 424 

Participation Date: 11/15/2021  Resignation Date: 10/5/2025 

Withdrawal date: 10/17/2025 

 

C. Paige Savage 

Department: Police Services               BU: 884 

Participation Date: 01/19/2021  Resignation Date: 05/01/2025 

Withdrawal date: 10/31/2025 

 

ITEM 4: DISABILITY RETIREMENT RE-EXAMINATIONS 

 

The Pension Act covering the CERF vests the board the authority to re-examine members of the 

Fund retired on a disability three (3) times over a five (5) year period from date of retirement.  

The Retirement Board requires that each member retired for a disability be re-examined by one 

of the Boards medical examiners. 

 

Gloria Lester-Gibson: (1st re-exam) 

Date of Employment: 10/01/2007  Date of Retirement: 09/02/2022 

Position at Retirement: School Security Officer 

 



 

 

MOTION: Made by Trustee Pietrosimone to enter Executive Session and include the Trustees, 

Legal Counsel, and Pension Staff 

MOTION SECONDED: by Trustee Graves 

MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 

Entered Executive Session at 8:15am 

Exited Executive Session at 8:30am 
 

MOTION: Made by Trustee Pietrosimone based on the doctor’s recommendation, that 

staff arrange for a functional capacity evaluation and that staff also ask for further 

explanation of the job description regarding restraining students.  

      MOTION SECONDED: by Trustee Graves 

  MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 

ITEM 5: DEATH AFTER RETIREMENT – INFORMATION ONLY: 

 

A. ENIO SANTIAGO (DATE OF DEATH: 09/21/2025) 

B. DOROTHY DAVIS (DATE OF DEATH: 10/07/2025) 

C. MARION ARDIZZONE (DATE OF DEATH: 10/10/2025) 

D. DIANE TOMLINSON (DATE OF DEATH: 06/02/2025) 

 

Trustee Sagnella asked for a moment of silence for Item 5 

 

ITEM 6: PAYMENT OF THE BILLS: (See Attached Itemization) 

 
MOTION: Made by Trustee Graves to approve payment of the bills. 

      MOTION SECONDED: by Trustee Pietrosimone 

  MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 

ITEM 7: UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

ITEM 8: NEW BUSINESS: 

 

ITEM 9: ADJOURNMENT: 
 

MOTION: Made by Trustee Graves to adjourn 

      MOTION SECONDED: Made by Trustee Dr. Sampieri 

  MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:36 A.M 

 

 

 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING: 

 

Wednesday, December 17th, 2025 

8:00 a.m. 



 

 

ITEM 6: ITEMIZED BILLS FOR PAYMENT: 

 

A) LEGAL EXPENSES: 

 

BRENNER, SALTZMAN & WALLMAN LLP- PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES: October 2025 

$6,000.00 

Total Legal Expenses $6,000.00 

 

B). INVESTMENT EXPENSES: 

 

COOKE & BIELER 09/30/2025 $44,894.92 

FULLER & THALER 07/01/2025 – 09/30/2025 $49,788.00 

FIRST STATE TRUST 07/01/2025 – 09/30/2025 $9,471.35 

Total Investment Expenses $104,154.27 

 

C). MEDICAL CONSULTANT EXPENSES 

 

MES Solutions (FIONDELLA) $2,995.00 

MES Solutions (LESTER-GIBSON) $1,595.00 

MES Solutions (LESTER-GIBSON) supplemental  $250.00 

Total Medical Expenses $4,840.00 

 

D). ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES: 

 

HOOKER & HOLCOMBE – 07/01/2025 – 09/30/2025 

Inv# HOH012957 

$20,025.00 

Total Administrative Expenses $20,025.00 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

______________________________________________ 

Dr. Kristy Sampieri, Controller, CERF Trustee 

 

Total Expenses $135,019.27 


