
NEW HAVEN CITY EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT FUND (CERF) 

TRUSTEE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2025, 8:00 A.M. 

VIRTUAL MEETING 

 
Dial in Numbers: US: +1 929 205 6099 or +1 301 715 8592 

Password: 82496585 

Meeting ID: 845 2868 8045 

Meeting URL: 
https://newhavenct.zoom.us/j/84528688045?pwd=7ugeCYuCLl9SdEzWXYxnzxORIB21wn.1&from=addon 

Meeting ID: 845 2868 8045 

Password: 7B84ZvbC 

 

 TRUSTEES PRESENT:  Cathy Graves, Trustee 

      Dr. Kristy Sampieri, Controller, Trustee (joined 8:13) 
      Susan Whetstone, Trustee 
      Sheena Strawter-Anthony, Trustee  

                 Mark Pietrosimone, Trustee  

     Jerome Sagnella, Chairperson, Trustee 

     Justin Elicker, Mayor, Trustee 

 

ALSO, PRESENT:  Leanna Ambersley, Pension Administrator 

     Taylor Cannon, Payroll/Benefit Auditor 

     Fayan Robinson-Sims, Payroll/Benefit Auditor 

     Carolyn Kone, Fund Counsel., Brenner Saltzman & Wallman 

     Derek Ciampini, Raymond James 

     Wendy Coppola, Raymond James 

     Cyril Espanol- WITH Intelligence 

     Michelle Chow-Tai  

. 

 
Trustee Graves commenced the meeting at 8:04 a.m. 

 

 

ITEM 1: APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 

 

A. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FOR AUGUST 20, 2025, VIRTUAL 

MEETING 

 
MOTION: Made by Trustee Pietrosimone to approve the minutes 

      MOTION SECONDED: by Trustee Whetstone 

  MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 
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ITEM 2: ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

 

A. ADDRESSING TRUSTEE QUESTION ABOUT INVESTMENT MANAGERS’ 

STOCK SELECTION PROCESS IN LIGHT OF CLASS ACTION 

PRESENTATION FROM ATTY KULESA – Derek Ciampini presented 

 

ITEM 3:  AGE ANNUITY/ RULE OF 80 /EARLY RETIREMENT – Information Only: 

 

A. Stacey Cooper 

Position: 911 Dispatch   Department: Public Safety 

Date of Birth: 01/11/1969   BU: 884 

Participation Date: 03/23/1998  Retirement Date: 10/03/2018 

 

B. Michael Porto 

Position: Building Manager   Department: BOE 

Date of Birth: 11/19/1978    BU: 287 

Participation Date: 09/06/2006  Retirement Date: 09/06/2025 

 

ITEM 4: CONTRIBUTION WITHDRAWALS – INFORMATION ONLY: 

 

C. Karryann DeJesus 

Department: Police Communications             BU: 884 

Participation Date: 05/18/2015  Resignation Date: 08/09/2025 

Withdrawal date: 08/18/2025 

 

D. Adedayo Adekola 

Department: Health                BU: 884 

Participation Date: 09/03/2024  Resignation Date: 07/23/2025 

 Withdrawal Date: 08/14/2025 

 

E. Quiana Tanner 

Department: Police Communications             BU: 884 

Participation Date: 09/09/2024  Retirement Date: 08/22/2025 

Withdrawal Date: 09/02/2025 

 

F. Barbara Velez 

Department: Police Communications             BU: 884 

Participation Date: 07/28/2025  Retirement Date: 08/14/2025 

Withdrawal Date: 09/02/2025 

 

G. Marylene Ginin 

Department: Public Works               BU: 884 

Participation Date: 01/08/2024  Retirement Date: 06/06/2025 

Withdrawal Date: 09/02/2025 
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H. Tanaiza Glass 

Department: Police Services              BU: 884 

Participation Date: 10/02/2023  Retirement Date: 08/30/2025 

Withdrawal Date: 09/09/2025 

 

ITEM 5:  DEATH AFTER RETIREMENT – INFORMATION ONLY: 

 

A. DANIEL LION (DATE OF DEATH: 07/24/2025) 

 

ITEM 6: PAYMENT OF THE BILLS: (See Attached Itemization) 

 
MOTION: Made by Trustee Mayor Elicker to approve payment of the bills. 

      MOTION SECONDED: by Trustee Pietrosimone 

  MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 

ITEM 7: UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

ITEM 8: NEW BUSINESS: 

 

ITEM 9: ADJOURNMENT: 
 

MOTION: Made by Trustee Dr. Sampieri to adjourn 

      MOTION SECONDED: Made by Trustee Pietrosimone 

  MOTION CARRIED: by unanimous vote 

 

 

 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:25 A.M 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING: 

 

Wednesday, October 15th, 2025 

8:00 a.m. 
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ITEM 6: ITEMIZED BILLS FOR PAYMENT: 

 

A) LEGAL EXPENSES: 

 

BRENNER, SALTZMAN & WALLMAN LLP- PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES: August 2025 

$6,000.00 

Total Legal Expenses $6,000.00 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

______________________________________________ 

Dr. Kristy Sampieri, Controller, CERF Trustee 

 

Total Expenses $6,000.00 
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