SPECIAL SESSION MINUTES
MAY 5, 2025
BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT
VIDEOCONFERENCE AND CONFERENCE CALL VIA ZOOM

PRESENT: Commissioners Darrell Brooks (joined - 6:04 p.m.), Michael Lawlor,
Tracey Meares, Isaias Miranda, and Evelise Ribeiro

Chief Karl Jacobson: Department of Police Service

Assistant Chief Manmeet Bhagtana: Department of Police Service

Assistant Chief Bertram Ettienne: Department of Police Service

Captain Michael Fumiatti (joined during Executive Session): Department of
Police Service

Sergeant Paul Finch: Department of Police Service

Sergeant Yelena Borisova: Department of Police Service

Officer Reginald McGlotten: Department of Police Service

Officer David Vega: Department of Police Service

Asia Johnson-Clark: Administrative Assistant

Michelle Duprey, Esquire: Deputy Corporation Counsel

Maurice Alston
Matthew Charles
Trey Garea
Daniel Hunt
Rafael Ruiz
Maurice Sutton
Cooper Tondalo

OPEN SESSION
The Special Session meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners was called to order at 6:03
p.m., Evelise Ribeiro, Chair, presided.

B Commissioner Ribeiro indicated that Commissioner Walker would not be attending the
meeting. She further indicated that Commissioner Brooks would join the meeting and that his
presence would be announced once he joined the meeting.

AGENDA
Approval of the Agenda for the Board of Police Commissioners Special Meeting

*x Commissioner Meares moved to Approve the Agenda
ok Commissioner Miranda seconded

B Commissioner Ribeiro announced Commissioner Brooks’ presence.



ok Motion passed unanimously

PERSONNEL MATTERS
1. Discussion and action for the approval of 2 conditional offers for the following
candidates from Eligibility List 24-09CR Police Officer Lateral certified April
30, 2025:

A. Marc Iwanicki
B. Noelle Pechie

B Chief Jacobson indicated that this approval was for conditional offers for lateral officers.

It is a first time in the along time that the Department has had two lateral officers take its test.
They are coming from other departments. They have only been on the force for a year or two
years total. They are excited about this. These are just conditional offers to start their
processes.

*x Commissioner Lawlor motioned to approve the conditional offers to Officers Iwanicki
and Pechie
*x Commissioner Meares seconded

B Commissioner Lawlor asked what departments the officers were currently working for.

B Chief Jacobson responded by saying that one officer was working for Waterbury.

B Sergeant Finch indicated that the second officer is a Maine state trooper.

B Chief Jacobson indicated there was a third officer currently working in Danbury who applied.
However, the officer could not take the test. They are hoping the officer reschedules and comes
at some point.

ok Motion passed unanimously

2. Discussion and action on the recommendation from Chief Karl Jacobson to
remove the following candidates from Eligibility List 22-68CR Police Officer
certified February 26, 2025:

#1 Rafael Ruiz

#4 Maurice Alston
#6 Trey Garea

#7 Matthew Charles
#12 Maurice Sutton
#13 Cooper Tondalo

TEOO® >

B Chief Jacobson indicated that the Department was working toward a June 4" academy.
So they have to do things such as removal and whatnot. He went on to name the above-
indicated candidates for removal.

B Commissioner Ribiero asked which of the candidates were present.

B Sergeant Finch replied by saying that all the candidates were present except for Matthew



Charles.

B Commissioner Ribeiro went on to inform the candidates that they could be heard in an open
or closed session. She went on to explain what open and closed sessions meant.

B Commissioner Ribeiro asked all the candidates individually in what session they would
prefer to be heard. All five candidates chose to be heard in a closed session.

B Commissioner Meares asked for an update on the other candidates on the list.

B Sergeant Finch replied by saying that Matthew Charles had been notified that he would be
going before the Board. He had chosen to be absent this evening by his lack of responses to e-
mails asking if he would be present tonight or not.

B Commissioner Meares stated that she thought there was an extra candidate.

B Sergeant Finch responded by saying that the last candidate had withdrawn.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

ok Commissioner Meares motioned to go into Executive Session to discuss each of
these matters individually

ok Commissioner Brooks seconded

*x Motion passed unanimously

B Commissioner Ribeiro invited the commissioners, Chief Jacobson, Assistant Chief Bhagtana,
Assistant Chief Ettienne, Attorney Duprey, Officer McGlotten, Sergeant Borisova, Sergeant
Finch and Officer Vega. She further stated she had just received a message that Captain
Fumiatti would be joining the meeting during Executive Session.

The Board entered Executive Session at 6:10 p.m.

% Commissioner Meares motioned to Exit Executive Session
*k Commissioner Lawlor seconded
ok Motion passed unanimously

The Board exited Executive Session at 7:25 p.m.

** Commissioner Meares motioned to follow the Chief’s recommendation on the
Eligibility List #22-68CR to remove following candidates from the list, first,
Rafael Ruiz

** Commissioner Brooks seconded

ok Motion passed unanimously

** Commissioner Meares motioned to consider the Chief’s recommendation to remove
Candidate Trey Garea

** Commissioner Brooks seconded

** For: Commissioners Brooks and Meares

Against: Commissioners Lawlor, Miranda and Commissioner
ok Motion failed

*k Commissioner Meares motioned to follow Chief” Jacobson’s recommendation to



remove Cooper Tondalo
ok Commissioner Lawlor seconded
ok Motion passed unanimously
For: Commissioners Meares and Brooks
Against: Commissioner Lawlor, Miranda and Ribeiro

Motion failed

** Commissioner Meares motioned to adhere to Chief’s recommendation to remove
Maurice Alston

** Commissioner Miranda

ok Motion failed unanimously

ok Commissioner Lawlor moved to accept the Chief’s recommendation to remove
Matthew Charles

% Commissioner Miranda seconded

*x Motion passed unanimously

** Commissioner Meares moved to remove #12 Maurice Sutton

% Commissioner Miranda seconded

*x Motion passed unanimously

B Commissioner Lawlor stated without unveiling anything that was said during executive
session, Mr. Tondalo mentioned that his great grandfather was a police officer and shares the
last name. He indicated that they are not related. Just so it’s clear for the record. They could
be distantly related because, you know, all the Irish are either cops or firefighters. To the best
of his knowledge he is not related to Mr. Tondalo.

B Commissioner Brooks inquired about a candidate named Torres being on the list.

B Commissioner Ribeiro responded by saying he withdrew.

RESIGNATIONS (For Board information only)
There were none.

EXCUTIVE SESSION
There was none.

B Commissioner Lawlor lauded Attorney Deprey’s photograph on display at the New Haven
County Bar Association’s First Annual Art Exhibition in New Haven. He congratulated
Attorney Duprey.

B Attorney Duprey was congratulated by everyone.

ADJOURNMENT
ok Commissioner Miranda motioned to Adjourn the Special Meeting
ok Commissioner Meares seconded

ok The motion passed unanimously



The next regular meeting will be on May 13, 2025
The Board adjourned at 7.37 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sotonye Otunbo-Payne

Sotonye Otunba-Payne
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