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SPECIAL SESSION MINUTES 

JULY 1, 2025 

BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS 

NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 

VIDEOCONFERENCE AND CONFERENCE CALL VIA ZOOM 

 

 PRESENT: Commissioners Darrell Brooks, Michael Lawlor, Tracey Meares, 

Isaias Miranda, Evelise Ribeiro and Donald Walker  

 

Chief Karl Jacobson:  Department of Police Service 

Captain Michael Fumiatti :  Department of Police Service  

Sergeant Paul Finch:  Department of Police Service 

Sergeant Michael Criscuolo:  Department of Police Service 

Sergeant Brendan Hawley:  Department of Police Service 

Sergeant Ryan Macuirzynski:  Department of Police Service 

Sergeant Savannah Smith:  Department of Police Service 

Detective Marcin Podsiad:  Department of Police Service 

Officer Ismael Abdussabur:  Department of Police Service 

Officer Jakub Baliga:  Department of Police Service 

Officer Thomas Brunski:  Department of Police Service 

Officer Michael Maciver:  Department of Police Service 

Officer Matthew Vernik:  Department of Police Service 

Officer Brian Watrous:  Department of Police Service 

Officer Brandon Way:  Department of Police Service 

 

Asia Johnson-Clark:  Administrative Assistant 

 

Michelle Duprey, Esquire:  Deputy Corporation Counsel 

 

OPEN SESSION 

The Special Session meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners was called to order at 6:02 

p.m., Evelise Ribeiro, Chair, presided. 

 

AGENDA 

Approval of the Agenda for the Board of Police Commissioners  

 

** Commissioner Walker moved to Approve the Agenda 

** Commissioner Miranda seconded 

** Motion passed unanimously 

 

◼ Commissioner Ribeiro indicated for the record that all the commissioners were present. 

 

PERSONNEL MATTERS 

 

1. Discussion and action on the recommendation from Chief Karl Jacobson to hire 

the following candidate from Eligibility List 24-09CR (certified 4/30/25): 
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A. #1 Marc Iwanicki 

 

◼ Chief Jacobson greeted everyone.  He indicated he was appreciative of the commissioners’ 

time on these matters.  This was a recommendation from him to hire Marc Iwanicki from 

Eligibility List 24-09CR. 

 

** Commissioner Walker motioned to adhere to  Chief Jacobson’s recommendation to hire 

Candidate March Iwanicki from the Eligibility List 24-09CR 

** Commissioner Meares seconded. 

** Motion passed unanimously 

 

2. Discussion and action on the recommendation from Chief Karl Jacobson to 

promote the following candidates from the Police Lieutenant Eligibility List 

#25-16 dated April 30, 2025: 

 

A. #1 Ryan Macuirzynski 

B. #2 Brendan Hawley 

C. #3 Savannah Smith 

D. #4 Michael Criscuolo 

 

◼ Chief Jacobson indicated that this is to promote these above-listed four officers to lieutenants 

from the Eligibility List #25-16 dated April 30th, 2025. 

 

** Commissioner Walker motioned to adhere to Chief Jacobson’s recommendation to  

promote the following candidates from the Police Lieutenant Eligibility List 25-16:  

Ryan Macuirzynski, Brendan Hawley, Savannah Smith and Michael Criscuolo 

** Commissioner Meares seconded. 

** Motion passed unanimously 

 

3. Discussion and action on the recommendation from Chief Karl Jacobson to 

promote the following candidates from the Police Sergeant Eligibility List  

#24-24 dated May 15, 2024: 

 

A. #1 Jakub Baliga 

B. #2 Marcin Podsiad 

C. #3 Michael Maciver 

D. #4 Brian Watrous 

 

◼ Chief Jacobson indicated this was a recommendation from him to promote the above- 

referenced officers from the Police Sergeant Eligibility List 24-24 dated May 15, 2024.  There  

is one slight change.  Number One is Jakub Baliga.  Number Two is Marcin Podsiad, about an  

hour ago, signed a declination letter.  So he will not be part of this.  He thought the Commission  

still had to vote.  Number Three is Michael Maciver.  And Number Four is Brian Watrous.  

Detective Podsiad had declined the rank of Sergeant.  
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◼ Commissioner Ribeiro said it depended on what the Commission wished to do.  The 

Commission could also just accept the letter of declination and move on or vote him down.  

The Commission could accept his declination and not take any action.  There is no action to 

take. 

 

** Commissioner Walker motioned to adhere to Chief Jacobson’s recommendation to  

 promote the following candidates from the Police Sergeant Eligibility List 24-24:  

 Jakub Baliga, Michael Maciver and Brian Watrous with a note that Candidate Marcin 

Podsiad had declined and no action needed to be taken regarding him  

** Commissioner Miranda seconded. 

** Motion passed unanimously 

 

◼ Commissioner Lawlor stated that he and Commissioner Miranda interviewed Detective  

Podsiad for this position, just to a few days prior.  And he thought he was speaking for both of  

them when he said that they were extremely impressed with him but during the interview he 

repeatedly said how much he loves being a detective.  And he said the chief had asked him to  

do this.  Commissioner Lawlor thought Detective Podsiad’s declination, he did not want to  

speak for him, was really because he was so into being a detective.  And he thought they were  

lucky to have him in this investigative capacity.  So he did not want anything that’s said or done  

in this meeting to indicate that somehow there’s a problem with Detective Podsiad.  

Commissioner Lawlor expressed that he thought he just loved being a detective. 

 

4. Discussion and action on the recommendation from Chief Karl Jacobson to 

promote the following candidates from the Police Detective Eligibility List  

#25-01 dated January 16, 2025: 

 

A. #1 Matthew Vernik 

B. #2 Thomas Brunski 

C. #3 Brandon Way 

D. #4 Ismael Abdussabur 

 

◼ Chief Jacobson thanked Commissioner Lawlor speaking about Detective Podsiad.  He  

agreed with what Commissioner Lawlor said.  

◼ Chief Jacobson stated that he was recommending the promotion of the above-referenced 

candidates Police Detective from the Eligibility list 25-01.   

 

** Commissioner Walker motioned to adhere to Chief Jacobson’s recommendation to  

promote the following candidates from the Police Detective Eligibility List 25-01:  

Matthew Vernik, Thomas Brunski, Brandon way and Ismael Abdussabur 

** Commissioner Miranda seconded 

 

◼ Commissioner Lawlor indicated that about six months ago he did a ride-along with Officer 

Brunski soon to be Detective Brunski.  And since that day, he has been singing his praises to 

everyone who will listen.  He was just so impressed with the way he handled a couple of really 

complicated situations.  It spoke very highly of the police department and the culture.  
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Commissioner Lawlor went to add that Officer Brunski is not a one-off.  He just wanted to say 

he was really, really impressed with what he saw that night. 

◼ Officer Brunski said, thank you, sir. 

 

** Motion passed unanimously 

 

◼ All the newly promoted officers were congratulated. 

◼ Commissioner Meares said since Commissioner Lawlor had called out particular people, she 

just wanted to say that they spent several hours on one day interviewing this entire group of 

people.  She thought she speaks for all the commissioners because she spoke the people who 

were interviewing afterwards that they were just incredibly impressed by the entire group.  So if 

your specific name wasn’t called out, please know that they all thought that this group of people  

in particular is one of the strongest that at least she has seen since she has been on the Board.  It  

is really a pleasure and honor to be on the Commission knowing that you all are going to be in 

leadership at the Department.  Leadership as an officer in NHPD.  They really enjoyed meeting 

the officers as well.  She just wanted to say that. 

EXCUTIVE SESSION 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

** Commissioner Miranda motioned to Adjourn the Special Meeting 

** Commissioner Brooks seconded 

** The motion passed unanimously 

 

The next regular meeting will be on July 8, 2025 

The Board adjourned at 6:12 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Sotonye Otunba-Payne 


