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NEW HAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION  

Wednesday, April 9, 2025, Regular Meeting, 7:00 PM 

Location: 165 Church Street New Haven, City Plan Department Conference Room, 5th Floor and 
via Zoom 

Chair Trina Learned calls to order the meeting at 7:00 pm.   

In attendance: John Ward (City Counsel), Fatima Cecunjanin (Senior Project Manager), Kaelie 
Moran (Planner II and staff to the Commission), Trina Learned (Commissioner and Chair), Dylan 
Christopher (Commissioner), Richard Munday (Commissioner), Cordalie Benoit (Commissioner), 
Karen Jenkins (Commissioner), Michael Waters (Commissioner), John Herzan (Consultant) 

1. Roll Call  

 
2. New Public Hearing 

2.1 25-01-CA 620 Chapel Street (MBLU: 207 0542 00100) Wooster Square Local Historic 
District. Owner: Episcopal Church of St. Paul & St James. Applicant: Brian Fillmore. Seeking 
approval to construct a new stairway to church undercroft (basement). 

Brian Fillmore, 45 Old Barnabas Road, Woodbridge 

Mr. Fillmore has returned to this meeting (originally heard in February) with the chosen color of 
the concrete as requested by the Commission for the proposed stairway to access the entryway in 
the church’s undercroft. He describes the project again as a concrete walkway and stairs off Chapel 
Street with the retained historic railing and hedge alongside, all of which is the same as presented 
in February. He shows the color sample which would be integrated into the concrete mix. 

2.1.1 Reading of Staff Report 

Ms. Cecunjanin reports that she and John Herzan had met with the applicants on site to choose the 
color and it seems to fit with the district’s design guidelines. Chair Learned asks if they were able 
to verify or understand the decision to choose this color. Ms. Cecunjanin confirms. 

Chair Learned opens it up to public comment. No comments. 

Commissioner Waters moves to approve the application with the proposed color of deep 
cement brown. 
Aye: 5 (Learned, Waters, Benoit, Munday, Christopher) 
Nay: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
Motion carries at 7:23PM. 
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2.225-03-CA 28 East Grand Avenue (MBLU: 098 1012 00400) Quinnipiac River Local 
Historic District. Owner: REF II SFR 1 DE LLC; Applicant: David Esses. Seeking approval to 
replace two front façade windows which were previously replaced without a Certificate of 
Appropriateness. 

Applicant has deferred until the next meeting. 

 

3. Discussion Items 

3.1 Demolition Delay Items: 

• 177 Chestnut Street – Partial Demolition 
Ms. Cecunjanin describes the proposed partial demolition of a house built in 1898 which is 
listed on New Haven’s Historic Resources Inventory. The demolition would consist of 
adding dormers on the front and rear of the existing roof. The delay period ends on May 28, 
2025.  
 
Commissioner Waters asks if there is a drawing for the proposed dormer, but Ms. 
Cecunjanin does not have one. She could add it to the agenda for next month with 
additional information if it is provided. There is no consensus for the Commission to take 
any action at this time. 
 

The following demolition delay items are associated with the proposed Yale Dramatic Arts 
Building: 

• 142 York Street – Full Demolition 
• 146 York Street – Full Demolition 
• 148 York Street – Full Demolition 
• 337 Crown Street – Full Demolition 
• 341 Crown Street (front portion a/k/a/ 343 Crown Street) – Full Demolition  

 
Alexandra Daum, 38 Lincoln Street (Yale University) 
Kristina Chmelar, 15 Mansion Street (Yale University) 
 
Ms. Chmelar shows on a map the properties proposed for demolition. This new building 
being constructed in their place will allow for the consolidation of the Yale drama program 
from several buildings into one for graduate and undergraduate students. It will be both a 
venue and a school. The building will be a zero-carbon sustainable design made with stone, 
brick, and large panels of glass. The university made a conscious decision to locate it here 
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due to cultural institutions nearby. She says the proposed buildings to be demolished are 
not significant examples of their periods or styles. 

Ms. Cecunjanin provides construction dates ranging from 1840 to 1920 of five buildings 
which are contributing to the Chapel Street National Register District. The delay ends May 
29, 2025. The City Plan Commission has approved the proposed Yale Dramatic Arts 
Building. Staff has received objections about the demolitions and their removal from the 
National Register district which will impact the district as a whole. 

Commissioner Waters asks about reusing bricks for the new construction. Ms. Chmelar 
confirms they will be salvaging bricks from some of the buildings. This decision came 
from the meetings with New Haven Preservation Trust, Preservation Connecticut, and the 
State Historic Preservation Office. The brick will be used in an interior wall near the 
current locations that will be reminiscent of what was there. Other architectural details are 
not salvageable. Ms. Daum says that other materials can be salvaged if there is someone 
who wants them. Commissioner Waters asks if there was any discussion about trying to 
retain commercial use. Ms. Chmelar explains the theater venue will have a small café and 
concessions and a small portion will be open to the public during the day. Commissioner 
Benoit asks about the height of the proposed building and Ms. Chmelar explains the height 
at its highest will be as tall as the York Street Garage. Chair Learned asks about 
documentation of the historic structures; two of which seem relatively intact. Ms. Daum 
explains they are in a process with consultants and that documentation will be filed in their 
archives. 

John Herzan, New Haven Preservation Trust consultant, 922 State Street 

Mr. Herzan comments that it’s hard to see historic fabric gone and see the impact on the 
district. He agrees with Chair Learned that under the circumstances the buildings should be 
documented with photographs. He adds that maybe Yale’s consultants should work to 
modify the National Register nomination with this substantial change. 

Chair Learned asks the Commission for recommended action. There is a consensus to draft 
a letter recommending substantial salvage of historic elements and documentation of the 
buildings. Commissioner Waters adds that the documentation should be available online 
and not just in Yale’s archives. 

3.2  489 Quinnipiac Avenue – Repair of retaining wall 

Ms. Cecunjanin requests feedback on an application and whether a Certificate of 
Appropriateness is required. A retaining wall is along Quinnipiac Avenue and Oxford 
Street needs repair. All the blocks will be removed, and a new foundation and drainage 
system will be added before the blocks are put back. The Commissioners decides this 
application can be handled by staff due to it being repair in kind. 
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4. Minutes 

4.1 Approval of March 12, 2025 Meeting Minutes 
 

There is Commissioner discussion about the previous minutes, clarity of voting, and a few 
corrections. Ms. Cecunjanin will start sending out the previous minutes that have been 
corrected for Commissioner review as well. 

 
Commissioner Benoit moves to approve the minutes as amended.  
Commissioner Munday seconds. 
Aye: 5 (Jenkins, Waters, Christopher, Benoit, Munday) 
Nay: 0 
Abstentions: 
Motion carries at 8:20PM. 

 

5. New Business 

5.1 Election of Officers 

Chair Learned self nominates for Chair; Commissioner Waters self nominates for Vice-Chair. 

No nominations for Clerk. 

Commissioner Munday moves to approve the slate of Chair Learned as Chair and 
Commissioner Waters as Vice-Chair. 
Commissioner Benoit seconds. 
Aye: 6 (All present) 
Nay: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
Motion carries at 8:24. 
 

Commissioner Jenkins asks if there is a way to invite Commissioners on site visits to prepare for 
applications. Mr. Herzan explains that he comes to site visits as the consultant to review the 
proposed work with staff to help the applicant. Chair Learned explains that sire visits are for 
technical expertise and developing solutions. The Commission’s role is to evaluate the application; 
a process that provides all Commissioners with the same information. Mr. Ward agrees that it 
would be considered an informal meeting for one Commissioner to come to a site visit and would 
violate the Freedom of Information Act. 

Chair Learned comments that the two presentations done in the Quinnipiac River district and in 
City Point were very successful. The next one will be at Wooster Square. 
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Commissioner Waters announces that since Long Wharf Pier was listed on the National Register 
this past December, the New Haven Preservation Trust will be hosting a celebration on May 27th at 
the Canal Dock Boathouse. 

 
Commissioner Christopher moves to adjourn. 
Commissioner Waters seconds. 
Aye: 6 (All present) 
Nay: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
Motion carries at 8:34pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Jordan Sorensen, recorder 


