NEW HAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
Wednesday, February 12, 2025, Regular Meeting, 7:00 PM
Location: 165 Church Street New Haven, City Plan Department Conference Room, 5th Floor and via Zoom
Chair Trina Learned calls to order the public hearing at 7:00 pm.
In attendance: Fatima Cecunjanin (Staff to the Historic District Commission, Planner II), Laura Brown (Director of City Plan), John Ward (City Counsel), Trina Learned (Commissioner and Chair), Michael Waters (Commissioner), David Valentino (Commissioner), Dylan Christopher (Commissioner), Richard Munday (Commissioner), Cordalie Benoit (Commissioner), Karen Jenkins (Commissioner), John Herzan (Consultant)
1. Roll Call

2. Continued Public Hearing
2.1 24-10-CA 28 East Grand Avenue (MBLU: 098 1012 00400) Quinnipiac River Local Historic District. Owner: REF II SFR 1 DE LLC; Applicant: David Esses. Seeking approval to replace two front-façade windows which were previously replaced without a Certificate of Appropriateness.

	David Esses, Mandy Management, 499 Whalley Avenue
	
	The applicant has withdrawn their application. 
	

3. New Public Hearing
3.1 25-01-CA 620 Chapel Street (MBLU: 207 0542 00100) Wooster Square Local Historic District. Owner: Episcopal Church of St. Paul & St James. Applicant: Brian Fillmore. Seeking approval to construct a new stairway to church undercroft (basement).

Brian Fillmore, 45 Old Barnabas Road, Woodbridge
Juhani Jaske, 54 Rolfe Street, Hamden
Mr. Fillmore, the project coordinator, explains the process to add a new handicap ramp but within a limited amount of space. The church has a lot of people who use the building for community services and that in this particular entrance the stairs are in disrepair. The new stairway would come from Chapel Street and lead to a courtyard with a landing. It would be wider for better egress and to provide better drainage. A hedge will be located along the edge that will go with the current shrubs. The existing iron railing will not change but there will be a powder-coated black railing on the new stairs. 
Commissioner Jenkins asks about accessibility. Mr. Fillmore says they don’t have enough room for it so the current accessible entry will continue to be used. Chair Learned asks about the material of the courtyard and wall along the stairs. Mr. Fillmore replies that it will be poured concrete with a smooth finish. Commissioner Munday asks about the color of the concrete and the rationale for why the color is chosen. Mr. Fillmore replies that the photo shown represents the concrete finish and is following the advice of their architect for color. He is not sure if the color will be mixed in or applied after. Chair Learned comments that the proposed color is different from the other materials around the church. Commissioner Benoit comments that a stair closer to earth tone which blends in better would be better not to call attention to it. She also recommends a native hedge type. Chair Learned asks about the height of the retaining wall and if code requires a rail. Mr. Fillmore said the building department did approve the drawings with just a hedge alongside. Commissioner Waters asks about the excavation and what the plan is for the part of the building that will be more exposed. Mr. Fillmore replies that there will probably need to do repointing and some restoration of the stone.
Chair Learned asks for public comment.
Chris Ozyck, 603 Quinnipiac Avenue
Mr. Ozyck comments that he did similar work at his property and wonders about other examples in the district of concrete walls. He suggests for the reveal of the two walls leading to the sidewalk, if they were pulled back so as to see the post and stone it would show a bit more of the historic features.
3.1.1	Reading of staff report.
Ms. Cecunjanin was expecting to have the concrete detail pamphlet to see the color at the meeting. She adds that she has talked to the building department to make sure it was compliant.
John Herzan, New Haven Preservation Trust consultant, 922 State Street
Mr. Herzan comments that he had hoped the applicant would have addressed the issue of color and texture. He agrees with Commissioner Benoit that the color tone should be more compatible with the historic stairs to minimize appearance. He does not feel it should be left uncertain as to what the color will be before approval.
Chair Learned opens Commissioner discussion. Commissioner Munday explains that it is possible to get concrete samples to match other materials and it’s the one piece that is missing. Commissioner Jenkins suggests that the applicant consult with Mr. Herzan about color. She asks how soon the applicant wanted to get started. Mr. Fillmore replies that the work will not be done right away during the winter but hopes it will start by summer. There is discussion about considering what Mr. Ozyck had suggested in his public comment.
Commissioner Water moves to continue the application to the next meeting so the applicant can provide more information on the color and concrete specifications.
Commissioner Munday seconds. 
Commissioners who vote: Christopher, Waters, Munday, Valentino, Learned, Jenkins
Commissioner Benoit abstains.
Motion passes at 7:49pm.

4. Discussion Items
[bookmark: _Hlk174010919]4.1 Demolition Delay Items:
•	20 Edgehill Road – Partial Demolition
Ms. Cencunjanin describes the proposed partial demolition of a house built in 1907 which is contributing to the Prospect Hill National Register District and listed on New Haven’s Historic Resources Inventory. The demolition would consist of window replacements for 12 windows. 
The Commission discusses involvement by the New Haven Preservation Trust. Mr. Herzan says that Ms. Tisdale has not been in touch with the owners yet but will suggest repair over replacement. There is a consensus to not object or submit comment.
•	269 Humphrey Street – Partial Demolition
Ms. Cencunjanin describes the proposed partial demolition of a house built in c.1890 which is contributing to the Orange Street National Register District and listed on New Haven’s Historic Resources Inventory. The demolition would consist of removal and replacement of 110 historic windows with vinyl windows. 
Chair Learned comments that the house has little original material left. Mr. Herzan reports the comments from Ms. Tisdale who has talked to the owner, including her concern of the replacement with vinyl. Commissioner Valentino comments that it should be suggested the owner replace with a like size. 
Chair Learned moves to recommend the Commission submit a letter in objection to the owner of 269 Humphrey Street removing 110  historic windows.
Commissioner Munday seconds.
Christopher opposes. 
Motion passes at 8:04pm.

•	879 Orange Street – Partial Demolition
Ms. Cencunjanin describes the proposed partial demolition of a house built in c.1910 which is contributing to the Whitney Avenue National Register District and listed on New Haven’s Historic Resources Inventory. The demolition would consist of removal of columns and railing in order to enclose the second floor of the porch. 
Michelle Cohen, 200 College Street
Ms. Cohen acknowledges the comments she received from Ms. Tisdale. The reason for enclosing the porch is to protect it from weather. She has discussed reusing as much material as appropriate with her contractor. Ms. Tisdale proposed replacing the columns with similar sized ones. Ms. Cohen adds that the second floor tenants don’t have access to the porch for safety reasons. She welcomes any guidance to move forward. 
Mr. Herzan suggests Ms. Cohen look into the state tax credit program. He reports that Ms. Tisdale commented about the replacement of the columns and of the wood shingles. He adds that if enclosing, the owner do it such a way that it is removable. Commissioner Waters suggests looking at a house nearby which has similar enclosed second story porch. The double columns are a distinctive feature of houses in East Rock. Commissioner Munday adds that it looks like there is evidence that there was a screen.
•	10 Liberty Street – Full Demolition
Ms. Cencunjanin describes the proposed full demolition of a building built in 1919 which is listed on the Historic Resources Inventory and is the former New England Telephone Company building. A 150-unit low-income residential building would replace it. 
Tanya Siegel, no address provided
Susan Burke Fiedler, no address provided
A letter from the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) determines there is no adverse effect due to its excessive alterations over time and its ineligibility for the State or National Register of Historic Places. This building was a service location and not the headquarters for the telephone company. Commissioner Christopher asks about any considerations for retaining the building. Ms. Siegel says the architect did look at that, but it was found that it was not viable. Commissioner Waters comments that there is a pattern in tearing down industrial architecture when it seems the street façade could have been retained. Ms. Siegel replies that the facades are in poor condition and the elevations change along the street. Mr. Herzan asks if the developer would be willing to document the building due to the history of the company. Commissioner Valentino asks about reusing some of the architectural details in the new design. Ms. Siegel replies that the new design will be brick. She adds that documentation was not required by SHPO. Mr. Herzan responds that a good photographic record is important. Ms. Cecunjanin adds that the HRI documentation has a low-quality photo and does not capture the building. Ms. Fiedler adds that there are photos they could share. Ms. Brown adds that the developer should share those with City Plan for archiving.
5. Minutes
5.1 Approval of January 8, 2025 Meeting Minutes
Commissioner Munday moves to approve the minutes.
Commissioner Waters seconds.
All in favor.
Motion passes at 8:35pm.

6. New Business
Ms. Cecunjanin provided a slide deck to the commissioners for a Quinnipiac River education workshop. She has reached out to alders of the district to plan the logistics. She had a meeting with the city historian who may be able to do an engagement activity during that session. Commissioner Valentino is working to find historic resources for City Point as well. Mr. Herzan suggests having the National Register nominations on hand as well to let owners know if they are eligible for tax credits to emphasize the potential economic benefit.
Ms. Brown comments that there should be an annual meeting in January for the Commission to elect officers. It will be part of the March agenda.
	
Commissioner Munday moves to adjourn.
Commissioner Jenkins seconds.
All in favor. Motion passes at 8:46pm.


Respectfully submitted by Jordan Sorensen, recorder
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