NEW HAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
Wednesday, October 9, 2024, Regular Meeting, 7:00 PM
Location: 165 Church Street New Haven, City Plan Department Conference Room, 5th Floor and via Zoom
Chair Trina Learned calls to order the public hearing at 7:00 pm.
In attendance: Fatima Cecunjanin (Staff to the Historic District Commission, Planner II), John Ward (Special Counsel to Economic Development), Trina Learned (Commissioner and Chair), Michael Waters (Commissioner), Cordalie Benoit (Commissioner), Dylan Christopher (Commissioner), Richard Munday (Commissioner), John Herzan (New Haven Preservation Trust, NHPT)
1. Roll Call

2. Continued Public Hearing
[bookmark: _Hlk174014178]2.1 24-08-CA 237 Greene Street (MBLU: 208 0562 01500) Wooster Square Local Historic District. Owner/Applicant: Mitchell Del Vecchio. Seeking approval to replace the front porch.
	Mr. Del Vecchio presents the proposed work in his application that involves repairing and restoring the porch due to sagging and structural issues. The house was built c.1840 and the porch was added as two stories after 1900. It was reduced to one story c.1950. He shows the current deteriorated condition of the porch. He has helped with water infiltration by adding gutters, but the damage remains. He plans to disassemble and remove the columns, beams, and rails to rebuild them. He will also remove the flooring and replace it with aged Ipe wood and add a skirt board of the same material. The column bases, rails, and beadboard will be rebuilt with the same specs out of red cedar. The new columns will be pine, matching what is there but they will lose less than a half inch in diameter due to the overall taper when they are cut to size.
	Chair Learned asks about the second-floor railing. Mr. Del Vecchio replies that it will be rebuilt like the bottom and will be aligned with the bottom, as it is in a historic photo. Commissioner Benoit asks about what the floor will look like from the public view. Mr. Del Vecchio says that it will look similar as the boards are the same dimensions and orientation so the ends of the boards will be visible. Commissioner Munday notices the railing does not look proportional in the drawings. Mr. Del Vecchio clarifies the dimensions will replicate the railing that is there. Commissioner Munday asks about where the column will be cut and how that will come into the base. Commissioner Christopher adds that in his experience you can caulk the gap that will happen because of the diameter difference. 
Chair Learned opens up the public hearing.

John Herzan, 922 State Street (New Haven Preservation Trust consultant)
Mr. Herzan comments that the railing finials should be preserved as a Colonial Revival feature.
Ryan Osborn, 37 Idylwood Dr, Northford (contractor)
Mr. Osborn adds that he will add a wood filler into the gap where the column meets the base to make it smoother and last longer.
No further comments. 
2.1.1 Reading of staff report.
Ms. Cencunjanin reports this application has gone through a thorough review by staff. The owner has come before the Commission in the past with successful applications. They originally wanted to replace the roof but that could not be done safely without rebuilding the porch. The application meets the requirements of the application and design guidelines.
Chair Learned raises the comment Mr. Herzan made about the finials and preserving those. She asks about the current buttressing on the top porch and if that will remain. Mr. Del Vecchio says no it will not be needed. Commissioner Christopher comments that he is concerned about the type of wood proposed for the flooring and Chair Learned agrees. Mr. Del Vecchio suggested Ipe because of how it ages and how long it will last. Commissioner Christopher recommends milled Douglas Fir boards or something similar that have been treated. Mr. Del Vecchio is open to using other material for the floor. Mr. Osborn explains there is a way to make Ipe stay together like tongue and groove by adding a rip of oak into a groove on one side which will shed the water off. With no treatment at all, it will last up to 40 years. Commissioner Munday comments that it is customary to see a painted floor on a porch, but it will take maintenance.
Commissioner Munday moves to approve the application subject to the following conditions: the materials used are like for like, the dimensions of the railings match the existing, the existing finals be reused, and the upper railing matches the proportions of the historic photo presented.
Commissioner Benoit seconds. 
Commissioners who vote: Christopher, Waters, Learned, Benoit, Munday
All in favor. Motion passes at 7:46pm.

2.2 24-07-CA 10 Court Street (MBLU: 208 0549 01200) Wooster Square Local Historic District. Owner: George Coyle. Applicant: Joseph Goodwin. Seeking approval for the replacement of six (6) front façade windows, which were replaced without a Certificate of Appropriateness.

2.2.1 Reading of staff report.
This application will be tabled until the next meeting.


3.  Discussion Items
[bookmark: _Hlk174010919]3.1 Demolition Delay Items:
· 693 Orchard Street – Partial Demolition
· Ms. Cencunjanin describes this partial demolition is of a c.1877 house contributing to Winchester Repeating Arms National Register District. It includes demolition of a portion of the roof to add a dormer (work had begun before the demolition was flagged for the delay). The end of the delay is December 13th. She shows elevation drawings with the new dormer. The Commission does not have objections.
· 20 Fair Street – Full Demolition
· This building is on the Historic Resources Inventory and was built in 1961. The site will be used for a new apartment building which Ms. Cencunjanin shows drawings of. The delay ends December 16th. Commissioner Benoit asks about how big the proposed building will be as Fair Street is not open to cars. Ms. Cencunjanin explains that they will build a pedestrian walkway, so it still won’t be open to cars. The Commission does not have objections.
· 949 Whalley Avenue – Partial Demolition
· This delay item was presented at the last meeting, but Ms. Cencunjanin gathered more information and shows elevation drawings. Commissioner Munday comments the presence of the building will be maintained and it’s good it’ll be back in use. A representative for the applicant is present.

Anthony Kingman, Jacob’s Engineering, San Francisco

Mr. Kingman explains they will not be changing the primary facades. One stairway on the facade has failed and that will be removed and replaced with matching brick. The windows (not original) will be replaced with ones more consistent with the style of the building. The Commission does not have further comments or objections.

· 279 Division Street – Partial Demolition
· This delay item was presented at the last meeting, but Ms. Cencunjanin gathered more information and shows current and proposed renderings of the work to be done to change the roofline and add additional living space. The Commission does not have further comments or objections.

4. Minutes
4.1 Approval of September 11, 2024 Meeting Minutes
	Chair Learned and Commissioner Munday make edits to the minutes.
Commissioner Munday moves to approve amended minutes.
Commissioner Christopher seconds.
All in favor. Motion passes at 8:11pm.

3. New Business
Ms. Cencunjanin explains that there has been some concern in the Dwight National Register Historic District. There was a fire at 390 Orchard Street and the owners are proposing to demolish it. A structural engineer has determined it is not sound and needs to come down though the building official hasn’t determined if it’s an imminent collapse. City Plan staff has advised them to move forward with the demolition delay process regardless of the investigation with its stability.
Olivia Martson, 228 Dwight Street
Ms. Martson found out about demolition at a management team meeting when the owners talked about leaving the parcel as parking. It is owned by Community Builders, and they recently used tax credits to rehab the property. The community would like the 90-day delay to work with the owner to put in an appropriate replacement with affordable housing. Chair Learned explains the Commission’s role with demolition delays would be to comment when it comes before them but it does not include design input about the replacement.
Commissioner Christopher moves to adjourn.
Commissioner Munday seconds.
All in favor. Motion passes at 8:22pm.


Respectfully submitted by Jordan Sorensen, recorder
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