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Become a City of New Haven Commissioner! 
1. Criteria for Appointment 

• For the majority of commissions, you must live in New Haven and be registered to vote in 
New Haven 

• No more than 2/3rds of the members of a board or commission may be registered in the 
same political party per state law (CGS § 9-167a)  

• You must satisfy any additional criteria set forth in the ordinance creating the board or 
commission, if any additional criteria exists (such as the Port Authority, Commission on 
Disabilities, Q-House Advisory Board) 

• You must be committed to attending meetings and actively participating in the roles and 
duties of a board or commission – many allow for virtual participation. 
 You can find regular meeting times and more information on a specific board or 

commission at newhavenct.gov/boards 
 All meetings are open to the public and we recommend attending a meeting of a board 

or commission that you are interested in joining   
2.  Apply Today! 

• The City of New Haven welcomes your interest in serving on a board or commission. To 
apply, you can:  
 Complete the online form.  
 Visit the Mayor’s Office at 165 Church Street, 2nd Fl, New Haven, CT to pick up a 

physical application or print one at newhavenct.gov/boards 
 Request a mailed application by emailing aguzhnay@newhavenct.gov / calling 203-

927-0802. 
• Once your application is completed and received, a staff member from the Mayor’s Office 

will contact you to schedule a 15-30-minute phone call to learn more about your 
background and interests  

• Sometimes city staff assigned to support a board/commission will also reach out to talk  
• Mayor’s staff then reviews submission, verifies voter registration and party affiliation, and 

reviews current vacancies. The Mayor then carefully deliberates on your potential 
appointment considering available information  

• Every year the City receives ~100+ applications for boards and commissions, so while 
there is no set timeline for a decision, we welcome inquiries on your status.  

3. Appointment Process 
• If the Mayor decides to appoint you, you will receive an emailed notice from the Mayor’s 

Office and you will be connected with the city staffer assigned to the board or commission 
you are being appointed to 
 All appointees are required to fill out a disclosure form.  

https://newhaven-ct.granicus.com/boards/forms/799/apply
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 All appointees are required to attend a Board of Alders Aldermanic Affairs committee 
meeting, which is usually the 4th Monday of every month at 6:00pm at City Hall (165 
Church Street, New Haven) in the Aldermanic Chambers, where they provide a 
recommendation on your appointment to the full Board of Alders  

• The full Board of Alders will then vote to either confirm or reject the appointment. Failure 
to attend the Aldermanic Affairs committee meeting typically results in an automatic 
rejection by the Alders.   

• If confirmation by the Board of Alders is given for your approval, the Mayor then sends a 
formal appointment letter to you  

• You begin participating on your board or commission! 

 


